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REPORT OF THE ACTING QUARTERMAS- 
. TER GENERAL. 


QUATERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Washington, November 22, 1836. 

Sir: In compliance with your order, I have the 
honor to submita report of the operations of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, during the first, second, ana 
third quarters of the present year ; and, as heretofore, 
to make it more complete, the fourth quarter of the 
last year is included. 

By the last annual y ry which embraced, in part, 
the operations of the third quarter of the year 1835, 
the balance remaining in the hands of disbursing of- 
ficers, for which accounts had not then been ren- 
dered, was $162,126 16 

To which is to be added— 

Ist: Remittances, viz: 
In the 4th quarter of 1835, $220,729 58 


Ist ‘“ of 1836, 574,296 02 
2d “« of 1836, 894,375 62 
ad ~—s of 1836, 1,452,626 50 








3,052,027 72 

2d: The proceeds of the 
sales of the public proper- 
ty, become unfit for ser- 
vice, or no longer required 
for public use, and rents 
received for public grounds 
and buildings not required 


for military purposes 19,778 49 








Making the total to be accounted for, 3,071,806 21 
Of which the following 

sums have been accounted 

for : 

Ist. By expenditures, viz: 
In the Ist, 2d, and 3d 

quarters of 1835, the ac-] 

counts for which were re- 

ceived after the date of the 


last annual report, 28,650 90 
In the 4th quarter of 1835, 202,141 26 
Ist “ of 1836, 446,694 77 
2d ss of 1836, 619,615 09 


In the 3d quarter of 1836, so 
far as the accounts have 


been received, 692,766 18° 





1,989,868 20 
2d. By payments into the 
Treasury, and warrants ren- 
dered unavailable by the 
casualties of service, re- 


turned and cancelled, 80,399 30 


Making the total accounted for during 
the fiscal year, 

And leaving a balance in the hands of 
disbursing officers, to be hereafter 
accounted for, of 1,001,538 71 
The outstanding balance is unusually large, but it 

will be observed that the fiscal operations of the year 

have exceeded three millions of dollars. It results, 
in part, from the heavy remittances which were ne- 

‘eessarily made towards the close of the third quarter; 

the employmen:: of irregular agents, and the difficulty 

of rendering accounts promptly during active opera- 
tions. 


2,070,267 59 


In consequence of the want of officers for active 
service in the field, most of the public works under 
the direction of the department at the date of the last 
report, have been necessarily suspended during the 
present year. But little progress has therefore been 
made with them: nor can they be resumed or prose- 
cuted to advantage, under existing circumstances, 
with the present limited number of officers at the dis- 
posal of the department. 

It became necessary, early in the season, when 
operations had just been nmenced, to withdraw 
from the Delaware breakwater the officers charged 
with superintending the construction of that impor- 
tant work, and no alternative presented but to seek 
relief from it altogether. It was accordingly,-with 
the sanction of your predecessor, transferred to the 
Engineer Department. 

The total amount of the various appropriations 
which had been made for that object, prior to its trans- 
fer in June last, is $1,530,000 00 
Of which there was ex- 
pended by the Navy De- 
partment, while the work 
was under its direction, 
And by the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department, 1,454,813 61 
Making the total expended, ————1,465,617 97 
And leaving a balance subject to the —___-___ 
disposal ef the Engineer Department of 64,382 03 


The operations on the various roads in Arkansas 
were suspended in the month of August—the servi- 
ces of the officer charged with their superintendence 
being required at one of the military stations, in con- 
sequence of the collection of troops on the Sabine 
frontier. Considerable progress, however, had been . 
made in these works prior to their suspension, and it 
is believed that the balances of the appropriations 
applicable to them had been nearly expended before 
the operations ceased. I have not deemed it my du- 
ty to estimate for any further appropriations for those 
roads. They are chiefly in the interior, connecting 
places of but little importance, and having no rela- 
tion to military operations, may now, with propriety, 
it is thought, be committed to the superintending au- 
thority of the State. 


A detachment of sixty men, detailed from the ar- 
my, was placed at work, in February last, on the road 
leading from Fort Towson to the horthern boundary 
line of Louisiana. The party was withdrawn in June, 
in consequence of the approach of the sickly season 
in that country, but it had passed over eighty-five 
niles of the road, making the necessary repairs, and 
rebuilding the bridges over the principal streams. 
The work was probably resumed early in the present 
month, and will be prosecuted through the season as 
rapidly as circumstances will permit. 

The road from Fort Howard at Green Bay to Fort 
Crawford at Prairie du Chien, in the Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory, has been in progress by the labor of the troops, 
during the present season, and has probably been 
completed by this time, as well as the limited — 
priation made for that object would authorize. This 

road, passing, as it does, by Fort Winnebago, and 

thus connecting three of our military posts, is deemed- 
of high importance in its relation to the defence of that 

frontier, and a further appropriation is recommended 

to give it a more perfect finish and to keep it in re- 

air. 

4 Appropriations were made at the last session of 
Congress for continuing the improvements of several 

rivers in Florida, and there were unexpended balances 


%10,804 36 








remaining of former appropriations for various roads 














66 








ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 











——— + -- — 


° 
there. The active military operations which have 
been carried on in that territory during the whole sea- 
son, have necessarily suspended such of those works 
as were in progress, and prevented any measures be- 
ing taken to commence others. Nothing can be 
done towards those objects until hostilities shall have 
ceased there, and quiet be restored to the country. 

The various appropriations made for other sp: cial 
objects, coming under the authority of the depart- 
ment, have been put in a course of application, with 
the following exceptions, namely: ‘That for the re- 
moval of the troops from Fort Gibson, that for bar- 
racks at Fort Jesup, and that for a wharfat Fort Wol- 
cott, at Newport, Rhode Island. In reference to the 
first object, the department awaits the action of higher 
authority in selecting the new position which is to 
be occupied, before the arrangements connected with 
the building operations can be made. The second 
has been suspended, upon the suggestion that Fort 
Jesup, being twenty-five miles from the Sabine, is too 
remote from the frontier, and that a more advanced 
position would probably be occupied. As the appro- 
priation is specifically for Fort Jesup, legal provision 
will be necessary to authorize its expenditure else- 
where ; and as accommodations are much wanted for 
the troops on that frontier, I submit the expediency 
of obtaining authority to apply the appropriation to 
the erection or barracks and quarters at such place 
in the vicinity of Fort Jesup as it may be deemed 
pooper to occupy. The wharf at Fort Wolcott has 

een postponed for want of an officer to attend to its 
construction. 

Charged, as I am, but temporarily with the direc- 
tion of the Quartermaster’s Department, I feel res- 
trained from making many suggestions 1n relation to 
it, which would come with more propriety from its 
chief, now absent on a high and important command; 
but there are some that I cannot omit consistently with 
a faithful discharge of the trust confided to me. The 
necessity for an improved organization of the depart- 
ment is one of them. This has been represented 
heretofore to your predecessor, and was, by him, 
brought before Congress at the last session. It is 
now my duty to repeat the suggestion, and to urge it 
with earnestness. 

There is perhaps no country, considering the rela- 
tive force, where the duties of the Quartermaster’s 
Department are so arduous, as they are in our own— 
especially in conducting our Indian wars. It neces- 
sarily results from ditference of circumstances. In 
highly improved and thickly settled countries, where 
the facilities of transportation are great, and the 
means of supply abundant, there cannot be much dif- 
ficulty in moving and supporting armies; and, even 
in our own country, onthe Atlantic border and on 
the great lines of communication in the west, wher 
those advantages exist, the difficulty is comparatively 
small. But these are not the scenes of our Indian 
wars. They lie beyond the frontier ; in the swamps 
and fastnesses of the wilderness, far removed from 
the sources of supply ; and the heavy task of moving 
andsustaining our armies, under these circumstances, 
belongs to the Quartermaster’s Department. 

Experience had shown that the present organiza- 
tion, both as to number and grades, was barely suffi- 
cient to meet the demands of the service ten years 
ago, when the army was measurably inactive. © It is 
altogether inadequate now, to a proper discharge of 
the heavy and important duties which devolve upon 
the department, under present circumstances, when 
not merely the regular army, but large masses of vo- 
lunteers and militia, are called into active service. 
During the present year there have been four sepa- 
rate armies in the field, mustering from two to ten 
thousand men each, and operating under circumstan- 
ees involving great difficulties in regard to transpor- 

tation and supplies; and considering our extensive 

and complicated Indian relations, a similar state of 

things will, in all probability, too often recur. Ifit be 
s 


supposed that the present organization of the depart~ 
ment —whose executive officers consist of but four 
majors, six captains, and fourteen lieutenants, drawn 
from the line—is equal to such an emergency, it 1s, 
undoubtedly, an error. 

Prior to the year 1818, there were division quarter- 
master generals with the rank ef colonel, who were 
executive officers, and attended the army in the field 
when occasions required. In my humble judginent, 
there has not been a period, since the war of 1812, 
when the necessity for such officers was half so ur- 
gent as it is at the presenttime. ‘There is now no ex- 
ecutive officer, whose rank is sufficient to give him 
precedence in his own department, in a campaign ; 
and the case has twice occurred recently, where the 
quartermaster general of a Territory, by virtue of his 
superior rank as eolonel, became entitled to the chief 
direction of the operations of that department of the 
staff by whose agency the army was to be moved and 
supported—a duty second only, in importance, to the 
chief command. I submit whetherit is right that the 
advantages of twenty years’ experience in the details 
of the department should thus be measurably lost to 
the service for want of adequate rank to render it 
available. 

By an act of the last session of Congress, ten thou- 
sand volunteers were authorized to be received into 
service, and the duty of moving and supplying these 
also devolves upon the Quartermaster’s Department. 
It must be obvious, that, in proportion as an irregu- 
lar and temporary foree is substituted for a regular 
and permanent one, so is the necessity for an in- 
creased regular staff, especially in that deparment 
which is to move and supply the army. It will be 
found the snrest, if not the only means, of rendering 
that description of troops efficient, and of enforcing 
any thing like system and economy in their operations. 

I would, therefore, without entering farther into 
the details of the subject at this time, respectfully re- 
commen:!, that at least four officers, corresponding 
with the former division quartermaster generals, and 
two qnartermasters, and eight assistant quartermas- 
ters, be added to the present organization of the de- 
partment, the whole to be separated from the line: 
and, also, that provision be nade for a limited num- 
ber of forage and wagon inasters, whose services are 
so importaut at the large depots of forage, and in con- 
dueting the wagon trains. The expense would not 
be worth a moment’s consideration, when compared 
with the military advantages alone which would re- 
sult from the improvement; but it would, in faet, be 
a measure of wise economy. 

Another point te which [ would ask your attention 
is, the necessity of having the duties of the depart- 
ment prescribed and limited by law. Inadequate as 
ti is, with its present organization, to do justice to its 
own appropriate duties, it is, nevertheless, burdened 
with duties appertaining to other departments of the 
service, involving much labor and heavy pecuniary 
responsibilitv. Among these are the payment of In- 
dian annuities, and the purchase of supplies for the 
Department of Indian Afiairs, amounting, in the pre- 
sent year, to near eight hundred thonsand dollars, not 
included in my report, and which is disbursed at 
great risk by the officers of the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, without compensation. The business has 
no connexion with the military service; and as it 
frequently requires the officers to quit their stations 
and leave their own duties to be performed by agency 
during their absence, it is clearly incompatible with 
their primary obligations, and they should, there- 
fore, be relieved from it: but if they must continue 
to be charged with it, I trust that some compensation 
will be provided for them. It has already been the 
subject of complaint, which the following extract of 
a report from one of the officers engaged in that ser- 
vice will show is not without just grounds: «My In- 
dian account, (he observes, under date Lith October, ) 





tor the last quarter, is over half a million of dollars : 
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a great portion of which has been disbursed under | Major Cross, I for ive i icul 
“circumstances that involved unusual risk of error and , Very int geasoue 
loss. It is unjust, I conceive, to subject officers to ” B. F. BUTI ER 

the hazard of being ruined, or seriously embarrassed, Secretary of War ad arene 
oe ye any a gr remunera-| Hon. Tuomas H. Benton : 

ion.” I will only add, in reference to this subject, Chair . Mili ‘Affai 

that, apart from the objections stated, it is vont of a 
oe whether the imposition of such heavy | 
extra duties upon a public agent may not affect the Washin 1 

validity of the bond given by him for the faithful per-| Sir: Having, in my chet pba the 
formance of his own duties, and thus impair the secu- general considerations which call for an improved 
rity for the public funds. organization of the Quartermaster’s department, I beg 

_A further source of embarrassment to the opera-|leave now to add a few suggestions somewhat more 
tions of the department is, the liability of its officers in detail, for the information of the Comittee on Mi- 
to be called upon to make good the deficiencies in litary Affairs, to whom the subject has been referred. 
other branches of the staff. Besides their subjection! The necessity for aninerease of the number of ofli- 
to duty in the Subsistence Department, which, being | cers is very urgent, or is clearly shown by the events 
of a kindred character to their own, occasions no se- | of the past season, when various important works of 
rious inconvenience, it is provided by law, “that in improvement have been suspended for want of agents 
addition to their duties in the field, they shall, when | to conduct them. . 

thereto directed by the Secretary of War, purchase | Nor were these the only objects that have suffered. 
military stores, camp equipage, and other articles re-| During most of the last year there has not been a dis- 
quisite for the troops - and under this authority the | posable officer of the department to station at either 
officers of the department are frequently required, in Of the posts to the, north and east of this city, though 
active service, to provide large supplies of camp | it has been necessary to send important supplies from 
equipage, to purchase medicines and hospital stores, | Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, for the 
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and occasionally arms and ammunition; duties which 
they are not altogether prepared for by their ordinary 
pursuits, and which have the injurious effect of di- 
verting to other objects the funds provided to meet 
the engagements of their own department. ° 

In the distribution of the mass of duties appertain- 
ing to the staff of the army, the governing principle, 
I humbly conceive, should be, the greatest subdivi- 
sion consistent with the preservation of unity and 
concert of action. From the extent of the extra calls 
which are made upon the Quatermaster’s Depart- 
ment, a doubt may well be entertained whether the 
adjustment of the relative duties of the several depart- 
ments, which was supposed to constitute the chief 
merit of the system, has been so fully attained as is 
desirable, Itis at least questionable, whether a de- 
partment, whose own duties are arduons, and on the 
prompt discharge of which so much depends, should 
be subjected to so wide a range of responsibility for 
other branches of the staff. Butif the necessities of 
the service shall be deemed to require a continuance 
of this feature of the system, it forms a strong additional 
reason for the improved organization which is herein 
suggested. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most abedient servant, 
T. CROSS, 
Major, Acting Quartermaster General. 


Hon. B. F. Butter, 
Secretary of War ad interim. 





DOCUMENTS 


Relating to the bill (S. 5,) to wmerease the present 
Military Establishment of the United Siutes, 


—_——— 


JANUARY 20, 1837. 
Submitted by Mr. Benton, and ordered to be printed 


War DEPARTMENT, 
January 18, 1837. 


Srr: I herewith transmit and respectfully com- 
mend to the favorable consideration of the Committee 
on Military Affairs of the Senate, the accompanying 
communication from the acting Quartermaster Gene- 
ral, which clearly sets forth the necessity of ‘an im- 
proved organization of the Quartermaster’s depart- 
ment.” Itenclose, also, two sections, and beg leave 
to request their substitution in the place of that por- 
tion ot Senate bill No. 5, reported with amendments 
the 9th instant, which relates to the Quartermas- 


ter’s department, and which, ona consultation with | 


| Sonthern campaigns. 


In the whole of the Northwestern region there has 


been bunt one officer of the department, (stationed at 


Detroit,) and in the West it beceme necessary, at the 
opening of the Creek campaign. to withdraw the 
quartermaster even from the important station of St. 
Louis, leaving but one officer, and he a junior assis- 
j tant quartermaster, for all the Western posts lying 
-north of Arkansas. In fact, nearly the whole hore 
of the department has been required for active service 
in the field, in connection with the large bodies of 
troops which have been assembled in Florida, Alaba- 
'ma, Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Arkansas, 
while special agents, without experience, and not 
under bonds to the United States, have been neces- 
sarily employed to attend to important duties else- 
|where, involving the expenditure of large sums of 
‘public money. 

_ ? [tis at all times productive of inconvenience to the 
service to withdraw experienced agents from their 
permanent stations ; but it is especially so when those 
stations are the great sources from whence are to be 
derived the supplies destined to support the armies 
engaged in active operations in the field. Such, how- 
ever, has been the state of things, in many instances, 
during the past season, and it cannot be avoided under 
existing circumstances, with the present limited or- 
ganization. I feel, therefore, fully warranted in say- 
ing that the twelve additional officers proposed wilk 
be barely enough to meet- the present necessities of 
the service. 

But much as the deficiency in the number of offi- 
cers bas been felt, the want of some higher grades to 
attend the armies in the field, to look to their supply 
and economy, and to take charge of remote districts, 
‘and conduct the operations within them, has been 
| still more embarrassing to the service. 

It cannot reasonably be expected of an officer hold- 
ing the very humble rank of major or captain, to per- 
form the high and important duties of chief quarter- 
master to an army of six or eight thousand men en- 
gaged in active operations, and composed, for the 
most part, of irregniar troops, who are comparatively 
helpless. It is clear that, under such circumstances, 
nothing like system, order, or economy can be intro- 
duced or enforced ; and that delays, confusion, and 
waste will be the necessary consequence. If he 
should possess the rare capacity required for such a 
task, he would still lack the authority necessary to 
enable him to do justice to his station, and which ade- 
quate rank alone can confer, a 

Serving, as the regular army usually does, with 
large bodies of militia and volunteers, the officers of 
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the department almost invariab y {nd themselves sul - 
ordinate to ihe local quarie-masics, and thus the 
chief direction of the most important operations fre- 
quently belongs, of right, to an officer wholly desti- 
iute of experience in the details of the service, and 
wcting under no pecuniary responsibility to the Uni- 
td States. ‘Lhis'striking defect would be corrected, 
end many other advantages secured to the service by 
nuthorising the two additional grades which have been 
suggested. 

‘Khe necessity for higher grades, in seasons of active 
operations is, indeed manifest to ail who have had the 
slightest experience. However able may be the ge- 
nera! who shall undertake to conduct a campaign 
without experienced officers of the Quartermaster’s 
departinent, clothed with suilicient rank and authori- 
iy te entitle them to direct and control its complicated 
operations, he will be more than fortunate if he is suc- 
eessful. 


will be much greater, resulting from the increased 
expenditures now made through the agency of the de-. 
partment, for objeets of improvement which were then 
unknown to the service. It is, therefore, but just and 
reasonable that their rank should be the same. 

And $9 likewise with the two deputy quartermas- 
ter generals proposed. By the aet of the 3d March, 
i799, that office was instituted, and clothed with the 
rank of lievtenant colonel, The duties now are cer- 
tainly not les arduous and responsible than they were 
at that early day, and, in proposing a revival of the 
office to meet the wants of the service, the same rank 
may reasonably be asked for it. 

As to the assistant quartermasters, they correspond 
so precisely with the former assistant deputy quarter= 
master generals, that when they changed title in 1821, 
their ofiicial bonds were not even renewed ; the rank 
of captain was then enjoyed by the latter grade, and 
would therefore seem to be due in justice to the for- 


A general cannot enter into the perplexing details] mer. As they are to relinquish their rank in the line 
involved in the collection of supplies from remote | of the army, itis necessary to provide disiinct ranks 
points, the formation of depots, the organization of] for them in the stafi, as well for the purpose of regu- 


trains, and the various other objects dependent upon 


lgting their compensation as to establish uniformity 


the Quartermaster’s department, without neglecting in that respect among themselves, the want of which 


his higher and more appropriate functions as com- 


has oceasioned inconvenience to the service. 


ynander-in-chief, enough in themselves at ali times to 1 will only add in conclusion, that, af higher cob- 


engross his undivided attention. 


siderations did not call for the additional grades pro- 


With every assemblage of troops deserving the | posed, they might justly be deemed necessary to give 
name of an army, there should, beyond all doubt, be something like form and symmetry to the organiza- 


an assistant quartermaster general attached to the per- 
sonal statf of the commanding general, charged with 


the direction of all the operations of the department ; 
yeady at all times to lay before the general correct in- 
formation as to the state of the supplies in depot, as 
well as those in course of preparation, the means of 


transportion, the practicability of establishing new 


depots at advanced positions, and the time which 
would be required to do so; considerations on which 
all the movements of the army depend, and by which 


they must necessarily be governed. 


Besides t! e advaniages to be derived from the ser- 
vices of those higher grades in seasons of active ope- 
ritions, they would at other times be placed in charge 


tion of the department, and thus offer to its junior 
members a reasonable prospect of advancement. At 
present, there is no intermediate grade between the 
brigadier general at its head and the majors, some of 
whom have served more than sixteen years in that 
capacity without any chance of promotion, while ju- 
nior majors of the iine have passed on to the grade of 
lieutenant colonel and colonel. In other departments 
of the statiia regular gradation is preserved, similar 
to that in the organization of regiments, and common 
justice demands that it should be so likewise in the 
quartermaster’s department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Major, aciing Q. M. Gen. 


of those districts which are too remote from the foun- Hon. B. F. Burier, 


jain of authority here, either to be reached by a 
wholesome supervision or to depend upon instrac- 


tions from hence to meet those cases of emergency 
which frequently arise, and which require prompt am 
de ‘isive action. 


New-Orleans, St. Louis, Detroit and New York, 
are the four great rentral positions, at which officers 


— 


of rank, at least equal to the grades proposed, shoulc 


“be located. Ihave, therefore, suezested that uumber 
and no more; and of these, two only are of the high- 
est grade. They would ordinarily be charged with 
*he disbursements at those great stations, far exceed- 
ing those atany other places, and quite too large either 
to be imposed upon or confided to a junior officer of 


‘-humble-rank and compensation ; and having authori- 


ty over all subordinate agenis within their districts, 


they would be enabled to correct many abuses which 


are now, probably, never discovered, or if discovered, 

‘ . o P 
are allowed to pass unnoticed, for want of adequate 
authority on the part of the officers to apply the proper 


remedy. Thus economy would be promoted by the 
arrangement, and increased efficiency secured to the 
service. 

I beg you to observe, sir, that, in proposing these 
additional evrides for the quartermaster’s department, 
{am not seekine to introduce any thing new into the 
public service, but merely to revive offices which 
have existed heretofore under circumstances far less 
piessing than those of the present time. 

‘Phe two assistant quartermaster generals proposed, 
correspond precisely with the two quartermaster 
generals of division, provided for by the act of the 
24th ul April, 1816, organizing the staff of the peace 
establishment of that date. Their duties certainly 
will not be less important, while their responsibilities 


Secretary ef War ad interim, Washington. 
‘| See. And be il further enacted, That the President 
|| ofthe United States be and he is hereby authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
add to the Quartermaster’s department not exceeding 
two assistant quartermaster generals, with the rank 
|} of colonel, two deputy quartermaster generals, with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel, and eight assistant 
quartermaster’s with the rank of captain; that the 
assistants quarte:masters now in service shall have 
the same rank isis provided by this act for those 
hereby authorized ; and that the pay and emoluments 
of the officers of the quartermaster’s department shall 
be the same as are allowed to officers of similar rank 
in the regiments of dragoons: Provided, That all ap- 
pointments in the quartermaster’s department shalt 
be made from the army, and when officers taken for 
such appointments hold rank in the line, they shall, 
thereupon relinquish sai! rank, and be separated from 
the line of the army ; and that promotion in said de- 
partment shall take place as in regiments and carps. 
Sec. And be it further enacted, That the quarter- 
master general be and he is hereby authorized from 
time to time to employ as many forage-masters and 
wagon-masters as he may deem necessary for the ser- 
vice, not exceeding twenty in the whole, who shall 
be entitled to receive, each, forty dollars per month, 
and three rations per day, and forage for one horse; 
and neither of whom shall be interested or concerned, 
directly or indirectly, in any wagon or other means 
of transport employed by the United States, nor in 
the purchase or sale of any property procured for or 
belonging to the United States, except as an agent 
for the United States. 4 
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From the Globe, Jan. 27. 
SOUTH SEA EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
T@ THE EDITORS OF THE GLOBE. 

GentTLeEMEN: Your paper of the léth instant 
contains a violent assapit on iny honor by Capt. 
Thomas ap Catesby Jones, commander of the Ex- 
ploring Expedition, which left me no outlet of escape 
from that degradation which he attempted to fix up- 
on me, but to hasten to this place in search of the ai- 
ternative whigh it seemed to be his object, by the 
grossest insults, to provoke. On my arrival ere | 
addressed to Capt. Jones the following letter: 

Pork’s, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Jan. 21, 

Sir: I have the honor to address you for the pur- 
pose of begging to be informed, how far you consid- 
er yourself responsible to me for your violeit and 
unjust attack upon my honor ia the Globe newspaper 
of the 16th instant. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respecttully, 
Your inost obedient, 
ALEXANDER SLIDELL. 
To Commodore THos. av CaresBy JONES. 

To this letter [ have to-day received the following 
answer : 

NEAR Prosrect Hitu, Va, Jan. 23, 1837. 

Str: Your very polite noie of the ZIst instant, 
found me this morning confined to my rooin froin ihe 
eiiects of a severe accident. 

Before I answer your interrogofary, “how fur 
you consider yourself responsible to me for your violent 
and unjust attacl: upon my honor in the Globe newspa- 
per of the 16th instant,”’ L must take leave to deciine 
the assailant position you assign te me in your note 
underconsideration. I have made no attack on you: 
you are the aggressor. It was yon that made * a vi- 
olent and unjust attack,” upon iny character, by your 

publication in the Army and Navy Chroniele of Ist 
ademas: to which L replied in the Globe of the 16th 
instant. If in that reply I have proved your pre- 
mises false, and your assertions untrue, itis whatin 
self-defence 1 had a perfect right to de, and at which 
you have no right evento murmur. It was your own 
voluntary act, that placed you in the dilemma in 
which you now stand before the public. I cannot 
acknowledge myself in any degree or manner res- 
ponsible to you. Although Tam, at any time, ready 
to subtantiate, before any tribunal authorized to ex 
amine witnesses under oath, that your allegations 
against me, as set forth in your comments, published in 
the Army and Navy Chronicle, are false, and ‘with- 
out sufficient authority.” Hence my exposure of 
your course and character, as exemplified in ny re- 
ply to you in the Globe of the 16th inst. is just and 
merited. When the controversy, into which, from 
sheer desire to injure me, you have so unnecessarily 
lunged yourself, was meditated by you, you passed 
be the laws of honor, and the rules which govern 
chivalry, and appealed directly to the sympathies of 
the public, without asking any explanation of me, 
which I was at all times, prior to your publication in 
the Chronicle, ready to have given.* Nay, more: 
under the pretext of self-defence, Iwas violently 
assailed by you through the columns of a newspa- 
per, over your own name, and a garbled correspon- 
dence was sent forth, to give coloring to your cause. 
You have done these things, and in so doing, you 
have forfeited whatever claim you might originally 
have had on me, and you must now abide the verdict 
of that tribunal at whose bar you stand self-arraigned 

I am, with due respect, &c. 

THOS. AP C. JONES. 
Lieut. ALEXANDER Sripett, U. S. N. Ms 

Situated as I now am, but two courses remain fo: 

me to pursue. In appealing to a court martial as ac- 





* considered myself professionally aggrieved, be 
in no respect personally insulted, by Captain Joacs’s 
original proceedings. 


cuser, and not as the accused, I have better opinions 
than my own for the belief that I should receive an 
aiiple measure of- justice. This process is lone, 
vexatious, expensive to the Government, and, defer- 
ring the period when the stain upon*my Loner would 
be removed, would prolong a state of irritation from 
which I would do any thing to escape. The other 
course is that which Captain Jones suggests to me, 
to ‘abide the verdict of that tribunal,” in whose 
| presence he has accused me. Before that tribunal | 
inow fearlessly throw myself, and will hasten, as 
briefly as the gravity of the charges will adunit of, to 
show that they are wholly unfounded. Fortunitely 
for me, his own publication furnishes ample data for 
i the refutation of ail hischarges. In the first place, 
| Captain Jones, assuming that to be true which is not 
true, nainely, that I was aware of the circumstance 
of his having waived his opposition to my going on 
the expedition in any capacity whatever, proceeds to 
accuse me of having concealed this material cirenm- 
stance, by ‘the artifice of garbling facts, and pre- 
senting partial statements,” and of doing this * in 
Violation of all the principles of justice aad fair dea- 
ling.” 

All this has not the sliehtest foundation in fact. In 
the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, maiked B, 
in Captain Jones’s own publication, if is distinetly 
stated, that the letters of Captain Jones communica'- 
jed to ine, were those of the 22d August, and 2d Sep- 

tember. If is also therein stated, that those letters 
were cominunicated with the knowledge and consen: 
of Captain Jones. It is moreover recorded in the 
same letter, tnat the Secretary of the Navy “did not 
think it necessary to communicate more than he did.’ 
The charge then of * garbling facts, and present- 
| ing partial statements,” “in violation of all the prin- 
| ciples of- justice and fair dealing,” falls to the ground, 
together with the incorrect assumption upon which it 
|is based, and which is amply disproved by the very 
correspondence to which it is appended. 

On this point Lain fully defended by the Secreta- 
ry’s publication, in the Globe of the 21st instant, from 
iwhich the following is extracted: ** Lieutenant Sli- 
idell published all the leiters, copies of which were 
sent to him, without mutilation or alteration. He 
cannot, therefore, be fairly charged with withholding 
letters he never posgessed, nor of garbling those he 
published ; and a plain statement of facts will show 
that I cominunicated to Lieutenant Slidell, in the co- 
pies of the two letters already mentioned, all that he 
called for,-being those containing allegations against 
him, and upon which he had been excluded from all 
command in the Exploring Expedition.” The Sec- 
retary further continues: “The least intimation 
from him (Com. Jones) that a copy of this letter 
should also be sent, would have been acceded to; but 
it must be observed that this letter could not have had 
the slightest effect in the decision made against Lieut- 
enant Slidell, as it was not sent to me until Commo- 
dore Jones had been informed that this question was 
settled, and that Lieutenant Slidell was excluded from 
any command in the expedition.” With soample a 
defence on this point, I would not have retained what 
I had myself written; but for the purpose of show- 
ing that this grave charge was susceptible of, being 
disproved by the very document which embraced it.t 

In this very letter of conciliation, sent only after 
the matter was settled, and which Captain Jones was 
so desirous that I should have received, he conveys, 
by implication, one of the grossest insults contained 
in his whole publication : 

“[f (says he) the writing of amnsing books on 
manners and fashions is to give grade, is to humble 
senior officers below their juniors, is to make the 
nautical skill and experience which are looked to 








} 
| 
| 





+ Extraordinary as it may seem, the charge of gvar- 
bling is again repeated in Captain Jones’s letter of the 
23d January. 
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for high daring, and successful deeds, give way to 
the talent that is better qualified to record than enact 
them, it would seem to me that the very soul | which 
should animate a rising navy would be extinguished.” 

This assymption is not a little extraordinary. If 
Captain Jones thought that it would be flattering to 
me, his modes of thinking must be very peculiar.— 
So far as I am concerned, I would claim nothing for 
myself beyond a readiness to do what may be becom- 
ing in an officer. Captain Jones’s historical reading, 
which seems to be extensive, should have shown him 
that the capacity to describe * high daring, and suc- 
cessful deeds,” is not necessarily incompatible with 
a power to * enact them.” Cesar, while conquering 
Gaul, Britain, and Germany, recorded his achiev- 
ments in those commentaries which twenty centuries 
have stamped with their approbation. Columbus not 
only discovered a new world, but narrated his adven- 
tures in language as simply unostentatious as his do- 
ings were lofty ; and Captain Jones himself, having, 
as the navy is proud to remember, most bravely and 
honorably upheld the banner of his country in con- 
tlict with its enemies, has, in his late address, describ- 
ed what he did and suffered in such glowing colors as 
the occasion merited. 

In the second place, Captain Jones claims to have 
convicted ne of adirect violation of truth in the pas- 
sage of the introduction to the correspondence whiere, 
in retorting his assertion, “I am sure that no Cap- 
tain, called to the command to which I have been as- 
signed, would, if untrammelled in his selection, ever 
have thonght of naming either of the above oflicers 
(Lieutenant Wilkes and myself) as commanders,” | 
took occasion to say as follows: ** What Captain 
Jones then has applied to me without sufficient au- 
thority, I may, without the danger of a like mistake, 
refer back to himself: and 1 may say,in his own 
words, that no Secretary of the Navy ‘ would, if 
untrammelled in his selection,’ ever have thought 
of naming CaptainJones to the cominand of this ex- 
pedition.” 

This evident expression of a private opinion by way 
of retort for Captain Jones’s gratuitous and unauthor- 
ized assertion, understood as a private opinion, and 
as a retort by the Secretary of the Navy, and, doubt- 
less, by every oue else, except by Capt. Jones ; this 
latter has the ingenuity to twistinto aa assertion that 
I made the statement with reference to hii ‘not 
without sufficient authority, and without danger of 
mistake.” He even goes so far as to transfer my 
words from the portion of the sentence referring to 
myself, to the portion of the sentence referring to him, 
and palpably to misquote them, while marking them 
as true quotations as given above. This passage of 
«not without sufficient authority” is thus misquoted 
by him in two separate places. And ina third place, 
referring to this expression of opinion concerning 
him, he makes ine ‘* declare that it is done upon ‘ suf- 
ficient authority,’ without danger of mistake.” 

This opinion, then, was, as the Secretary says, 
**hazarded by me upon my own authority.”” It was 
an opinion based upon the standard of qualifications 
for such a command which Captain Jones had him- 
self established. He had established that nautical ex- 
perience and skill, and not * belles-lettres attain- 
ments,’’ were the proper qualifications for com- 
manders of the inferior exploring vessels. I, having 
been more than twenty-one years in the navy, and 
half of that time attached to cruising ships, was not 
deemed by Captain Jones to possess the necessary 
nautical experience for the command of one of the 
inferior vessels under his orders. Was there any 
thing unreasonable, then, or, when thus taunted, ex- 
traordinary, in my hazarding an opinion of the little 
likelihood, under ordinary cireuimstances, of an offi- 
eer being selected for the chief command of such an 
expedition, whose nautical experience was some- 
what less than haif of my own? 








Even considering the opinion which I thus hazar- 


ded a mistaken one, as the Secretary’s publication 
states it to be, I am still in at least as enviable a pre- 
dicament, with reference to it, as he is with refer- 
ence to his assertion, «Iam sure that no captain, 
called to the command to which I have been assigned, 
would, if untrammelled in his selection, ever have 
thought of naming” either Lieut. Wilkes or myself 
as commanders. ‘This assertion is positively dispro- 
ved by the Secretary of the Navy, who says: “I 
find, on consulting some of the old captains, that 
they differ from you in opinion, and I think you do 
those officers injustice.” Here is an assertion of 
Capt. Jones, eoncerning whieh he expresses him- 
self to be **sure,” directly condradicted by the per- 
sons on whose behalf he volunteered it: and yet I 
never thought of charging Captain Jones, as, if I 
had been as little scrupulous as he in the bestowal of 
epithets, I might have done, with a direct “ violation 
of truth.” 

It may not be unworthy of remark in this place, 
that after the captains, consulted by the Secretary, 
had so fully repudiated this opinion, volunteered for 
them by Capt. Jones, this latter, in his letter of the 
14th September, again insists that the opinion he vol- 
unteered for them is the true one: **I must neverthe- 
less adhere to my original opinion, that no captain, 
himself fit te command, if retaining the least parti- 
cle of esprit du corps, or just regard to equal merit, 
and faithful and longer service, would ever have 
thought of selecting either of the two officers above 
named, to the total exclusion of the 107 and 118 se- 
niors, who rank them on the official Register of the 
present year.” The amount of Capt. Jones’s asser- 
tion is, either that the captains whom the Secretary 
consulted did not express their real opinions, with 
which he was better acquainted than they, or else that 
they are not fit to command. There are many cap- 
tains in the navy whose kind feelings and favorable 
opinion I am most proud to possess. They have 
dee.wed me worthy of a command in this expedition, 
and wished that I might obtain it. These are, one 
and all, placed by Capt. Jones’s assertion in the same 
—s with those whom the Secretary had con- 
sulted. 

With referenee to this opinion hazarded by me, 
concerning Capt. Jones’s unfitness for the command, 
I most deeply regret that the temptation to a justifia- 
ble retort, when smarting under outrage, should have 
betrayed me into what might seem a disrespectful al- 
lusion to such members of Congress as took a lively 
and an honorable interest in getting up this noble en- 
terprise of the Exploring Expedition. To the Sec- 
retary of the Navy I conld not have intended to be 
disrespectful: since I am indebted to his friendly 
prepossessions for the rancorous animosity with which 
I have been persecuted. 

There is another grave accusation, which, as it is 
sneeringly given, ‘‘as a specimen of” my * profes- 
sional honor ” and ‘elevation of character,” it is 
proper that I should briefly advert to. «« He publish- 
ed too,” says Captain Jones, “at the hazard of re- 
newing unpleasant feelings, and an angry controver- 
sy between the Secretary and myself, which I was 
willing to make almost any sacrifice to close; and 
no doubt, for the express purpose of jeoparding the 
great national enterprise, by exciting repugnance to 
it in Congress, &e.””_T believe that it is admitted, on 
all hands, that I could not honorably have avoided 
appearing in defenze of my professional character 
which Captain Jones had most unjustly assailed. 

As to “the hazard of renewing,” “the angry 
controversy with the Secretary,” it seems to me that 
it should never have existed.’ There is no more rea- 
son why there should be an « angry controversy,” 
between the Secretary and a nost-captain, than be- 
tween the Secretary and amidshipman. The one is 
as much an inferior as the other. If the facts, which 
it became necessary to disclose, were discreditable to 
the expedition, it was no fault of mine. I cannot 
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properly be inade responsible for the very facts of] NAvy pension ruxp.—The following is a copy of the 
which I was the victiin. bill, for the more equitable distribution of the Navy Pen - 

As for my opinion of the expediency of the Ex- | *!2” did, which was reported to the Senate on the Iti 7 
ploring Expedition, it was testified by iny desire to |i"St Its passage will be the means of rendering proper 
take part in it. Though under no circumstances that a tardy jusuce to many ‘widows of our gallant naval 
can occur is this now possible, I trust that it will go a 
forth in the noble spirit in which it was conceived, |,,2¢ i enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
and that it may redound alike to the honor and ad- rae - Sarg get re Y a in a Yl 
i o 7 re ipa © . hai pensions aliowed to the widuwa 
y Hewat 4 -. the hog! hs reply - the charge thus of officers, seamen, at marines of the United States 

rought against me of being willing to sacrifice this} nay y. by the act of Congress of thirtieth June, eighteen 
national enterprise, I will content myself with quot-|huudred and thirty-four, shall be paid from the iiss of 
ing a passage from the Secretary’s letter of the 26th | their husbands’ death respectively. 
December, addressed to Captain Jones. Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pensions 

«« By persevering in your opposition to him, yon | °F half pay to widows of officers of the same grade, who 
carried your point of excluding him from the command | )#¥¢ died in the naval service since the third of Mareh, 
yo. of one of the smaller vessels of the expedition, to|°iShteen hundred and thirty-five, or who shall die in the 

" which I had determined to appoint him, and that with “ge seen ee aap stag As Re pomcegn staan, aan 
the approbation of the President of the United States. of oak. soleus ta te oa ae ones of Ge 
I reluctantly assented to his exclusion, rather than | niary pay of such officers when off duty, as that se is . 
put a stop to the preparations for the expedition, | now, or as it shall be, from time to time, hereafter regu- 
which seemed to be your purpose, so far as you were | lated by law; and all such persons shall be paid irom the 
concerned, unless you were gratified in this particular.’ | date of the husbands’ deaths respectively. 

I have thus, for my own sake, not less than that Sec. 3. And be it Surther enacted, That all widows 
of the profession to which it is my greatest honor to | the pension list, and whose husbands died previously 
belong, freed myself {rom the pollution of these in- to third Mareh, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, shail 
famous charges, and torn away the “badges” with otha the same rates of pensions a0 are granted by 
which it was attempted to decorate me. Trusting rola Prac winany hase sar padre hen “haa vitnneen 
that I now stand forth in my original attitude, erect,|” gic. 4.° And be it further pont: 4 hat the provi- 
unsullied and unimpeached, I shall briefly, in con-| sions of any former act incousistent herewith, are hereby 
clusion, bring the question between Captain Jones | repealed. 











. and myself back to its original issue. His main ob- 
jection to imy appointinent to the command of one of is 
the exploring vessels was my alleged want of profes- LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
sional experience. He asserted that I had seen “com- [Pustic.—No. 2.] 
pon. little” sea-service ; and also that I had seen| AN ACT making an appropriation for the suppression 
ess than the Rev. Mr. Stewart ; thus introducing into of Indian hostilities. 


the controversy the name ofa highly accomplished and| Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

intelligent gentleman, whose services, in his peculiar of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

vocation, are properly appreciated. The letter in Phat the further sum of two millions of dollars shall be, 

answer to Captain Jones’s allegations, in which I dis- — Foust aeee teas me bosch rw sat 

»rove bis statements and show thein to be unfounded, | . anges se eee! eran oe — 

aoe the courtesy with which I wrote induced me | “1 ¢*Penses 6 hich have been, or may be incurred, in 
g st 


sey ee ‘ - preventing or suppressing the hostilities of any Indians ; 
to acquit him of intentional misstatement, has not) to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 


been published by him. In that letter it is shown]! War, couformably to the acts Gongress of the nineteenth 
that in men-of-war alone I, who, as Captain Jones} of March, and the second of July last, and the acts 
says, “had the ambition to command a separate ship,” | therein referred to. 

















_ had seen twice as much sea-service as Captain Jones,| APexoven, 9th Jan, 1537. 
> who was to command the whole expedition. This ———- 
charge, which my reputation was so involved in re- PILOTAGE. 
pelling, was completely disproved in iny letter to the From the Savannah Georgian. 
Secretary of the Navy. ‘The charge is published at . er * mente : 
full length, when shown to be unfounded, withont ex- AN ACT to — ~ a o— for the several 
planation or retraction, whilst my rejoinder finds no Ply) — 
place in Captain Jones’s publication ; and yet he ac-| » WOR. wide te — Saag ny eees and — a} 
cuses me ef “a violation of all the principles of jus- pone - wey . d . h . b ce oe be ea 
tice and fair-dealing,” because I took no notice of a| /+S8emdly met, and It 18 nerepy nae ee the nee” 
. . ; — . thority of the same, That from and after the passage 
fact with which [ was wholly unacquainted. | of thi “ Ae | were 
With reference to that passage in which Captain | of this act, the Pilots for the sev a ~ <9 har rated 
Jones, for the simple sake doubtless of debasing me, | of this State, shall receive as full and ample satistac- 
é : . ‘eet ~. .n:. | tion unto the pilot, bringing in or carrying out every 
+ . so modestly likens himself to the discoverer of 9 | ship or vessel inward ne gp cede from, any of the 
yest vorld in which these mad antics are perfor- | ° ° spree 
por sg will “ay ont. iny own defence that had I | — nied — yep sedans caer i. 
sige Pt: : : lce rates and prices now esta “the 
one upon the expedition, I would have been as little | oe ae we : ‘ : 
Tikely to So rene part of **the treacherous Pin- | Board of Commissioners for the te ge ares . ov j 
zens” as he to revive the example of Columbus. _rates, and all matters relating to the pilotage for the 
oe Voce vemmectl i several ports of this State. 
ery ‘ale cae cieedioad _ See. 2. And be it further enacted by ~ mtiosity 
ar a aueenie wae eek aforesaid, That nothing in this act contained, shall 
; atts ite & Ps — SAG L.. be so construed as to deprive the Board of Commis- ‘ 
Wasutreton, Jan. 25, 1837. _sioners of Pilotage of the several ports and harbors of 
This controversy closes here on my part; nor ‘vill | this State, of the power of reducing said fees of the 
I, under any circuinstances, be tempted to renew it.! pilots of said several ports and harbors, to the rates ; 
A.S.  |now established and in force: Provided, That said 
‘reduction be not made at any time previous to the ; 
th? ache J. S. arsenal first day of June next. . 
- & Yothenite aay —- ? . Mt ss aad Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority ! 
at Watertown, Mass., was burnt down on the ‘aforesaid, That all laws and parts of laws militating 
ult, Loss about one thousand dollars ; it caught fire! avainst this act be, and the same are hereby repealed. 
S ag ; y rep 
while the workm2n were at dinner. | Assented to 2 ith December, 1836. | 
_- — ¥ . 2 
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WASHINGTON CITY; ly of the gentleman insured having gone on a visit in the 
a os, 7 p Aon Son taken ill, and it became necessary that he 
THURSDAY, ....... .» FEBRUARY 2, 1837. should join them, which he did, and was obliged to re- 





REMOVAL. 

The Office of the Army AND Navy CHronicte ts 
removed to the corner of Thirteenth Street and Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, north side. 

§G- Entrance on Thirteenth Street. 





The index and title page to Vol. III. of the Chron- 
icle will be published and distributed at as early a day 
as practicable. 





Navart Maaazine, No. 1, Vol. 2, JAN. 1837.— 


_ This is an excellent number. Although the original 


articles are few, they are apposite and interesting. — 
The first one, entitled “Thoughts on the Navy,” should 
elicit attention from our legislators ; but we have al- 
most abandoned the hope that any thing permanently 
beneficial will be done by Congress for the army or 
navy, until danger actually stares us in the face.— 
The positions set forth by the writer of this article 
should satisfy every mind open to conviction, that 
we can only hope to protect our daily extending com- 
merce from future aggressions, by a gradual and sys- 
tematic increase of our officers and vessels in coin- 
mission. ) 

There is a short article on the subject of Admirals, 
which exposes the absurdity of the prejudice exist- 
ing against the creation of the grade, so essential to 
the maintenance of discipline and subordination. 

The report of the Committee of the Naval Lyce- 
um, on the Exploring Expedition, is well drawn up, 
and obtained froia the Secretary of the Navy a letter 
of approval. requesting at the same time that it 
might be published. There is an appendix of about 
fifty pages, containing the principal part of the docu- 
ments relating to the Navy, transmitted to Congress 
with the President’s annual message. 

The Naval Magazine is richly deserving the liberal 
support of the officers, as well as the citizens of our 
country generally; and it is with no little regret that 
we perceive by the editor’s advertisement, that the 
subscription list, though highly respectable, “is in- 
sufficient to meet the expenses of the work, in its 
present style of paper and typography.” 





Lire INSURANCE.—We have before adverted to 
the importance of this question to the officers of our 
army and navy. Exposed as they are to more than 
ordinary perils and hardships, no class of citizens 
should be more prompt to secure to their families a 
competency, in the event of their being cut off. 

The Baltimore American of the 19th ult. contains 
the following : 

A striking illustration of the great utility of life in- 
surances was related tous a few days since as having oc- 
curred at the office of the American Life and Trast Com- 
pany of this city. A clergyman who had lately removed 
to this city was induced by circumstances some months 


since, to get his life insured in a small sum, to se- 
cure a debt to a friend. Subsequently, beeoming sufli- 


~ ciently prosperous to enable him to lay out a larger sum 


in the way of premium, he increased the insurance to 
three thousand dollars, which amount was afterwards 
enlarged to five thousand, and in the course of a short 
time to ten thousand dollars. T'womembcrs of the fami- 


main for some days at the place, owing to their unfitness 
for removal. The delay thus created proved fatal to 
him ; he was also taken sick, and in the course of a few 
days died. In due time, the members of his family, to 
visit whom he had gone, recovered, and on their return 
to Baltimore found themselves possessed of ten thousand 
dollars, the amount insured by the deceased, without 
which they would have been left in the most straitened 
circumstances. : 

Such facts as the above require no comment ; they go 
to show conclusively the advantages to be derived from 
an insurance, the annual cost of which might well be 
spared from a very moderate income. Independently of 
the security afforded to creditors, which to an honest 
poor man is a matter of vast importance, the sum insured 
brings comfort and temporary relief at-all events to fami- 
lies which without it must sink into penury and want. 
We do not hesitate to say that persons who have a fixed 
salary or limited income dependent on their individual 
exertions, should not remain a day without insurance to 
such an amount as may be consistent with their means. 

The Baltimore Chronicle, in copying the above ar- 
ticle, says the “ten thousand dollars which was in- 
sured on the life of the Rev. Samuel Hubbell, the per- 
son alluded to, was paid by our Trust company to his 
representative on the 3d December last, agreeably to 
the terms of the policy, and invested in trust for the 
benefit of his widow and child.” 

While upon this subject, we may add a piece of 
information, derived from unquestionable authority, 
which may serve as a caution to officers, and save 
them the pain of a refusal: An application was re- 
cently made by an officer of the army to the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital, at Boston, fcr life insurance, and re- 
fused in rather an ungracious manner, on the ground 
that the Company declined insuring upon the lives of 
those who belong to the profession of arms. 


There are fortunately, however, many other offices 


within reach, which will not hesitate to insure the 
lives of the defenders of their country. 





Capratn JoNEs AND Lieut. SLtipELL —Being 
desirous of inserting Lieut. Slidell’s defence of him- 
self, as a matter of justice to him as well as of gen- 
eral interest to the navy, he has obligingly corrected 
a copy for this paper, and introduced a slight verbal 
alteration, in the pa#$age referring to his mistake as 
to the probability of Captain Jones being selected for 
the command of the expedition, which, as it stood, 
was susceptible of a different meaning from what 
was intended. 

Lieut. 8. took occasion to express his regret that 
Captain Jones should have thought fit to remove a 
controversy, chiefly interesting to the navy, from 
the columns of a journal devoted to its interests. 





We have selected, from among the documents ac- 
companying the President’s annual message to Con- 
gress, the report of the Acting Quarter Master Gen- 
eral, and a subsequent special report from the same 
officer. The necessity for an increase in the number 
of officers in this department has been strikingly ex- 
emplified during the recent Indian campaigns ; and 
the suggestions of those who are practically and thor- 


oughly acquainted with the subject, as to the extent 


and plan of reorganization, deserve attentive consid- 
eration . 
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REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. ~ 

The following instructions issued by a former secre- 
tary of the treasury to a captain of the revenue cutter 
service, on the occasion of entrusting him with a de- 
licate, important, and responsible duty, are transmit- 
ted for insertion in the Army and Navy Chronicle, 
under a belief that they will be interesting to the offi- 
cers of that service, and creditable to the head of the 
department from which they emanated. 


Treasury Department, Jan. 10, 1834. 

Sir: Confiding ia your zeal and diseretion, I have de- 
termined to employ you on a special service of impor- 
tance and delicacy, having for its object a general ex- 
amination of the coast of the United States, and inspection 
into the condition and management of the revenue cutters 
employed on the Atlantic border, and in the Gulph of 
Mexico, between the Passamaquoddy and Sabine rivers. 
They are eighteen in number, and are placed under the 
superintendence of the collectors of the customs for the 
districts of Passamaquoddy, Portland, Portsmouth, Bos- 
ton, New Bedford, Newport, New Haven, New York, 
Wilmineton, Baltimore, Norfolk, Newbern, Charleston, 
Savannah, Mobile, and New Orleans. The limits of the 
cruising station of each vessel, and the duties of the offi- 
cers in charge of them, will appear from the examination 
of the orders of the department to each collector, copics 
of which will be found on board of each cutter. 

The points to which it is desirable your attention 
should be drawn in regard to the cutters, may be com- 
prised under the following heads :—1st. The state of the 
police and the discipline of the cutters, and the sufficiency 
of their crews to their management and navigation. 
2d. The state of the vessels and their equipments. 3d. 
Their sailing properties as ascertained from your own 
observation and the experience of their respective com- 
manders. 4th. Adaptation of the vessels to the service 
and stations, where severally employed. 

It will be your duty to make yourself aeqnainted with 
Such facts and circumstances as may be connected with 
the foregoing heads ; to notice any irregularities or de- 
fects which may exist, and to note on your journal such 
remedies and improvements as you may deem bestealeu- 
lated to betterthem. ‘Thebetter io enable you to obtain 
accurate information, it will be proper that you should 
make a cruise between the extreme points of each sta- 
tion, and explore such of the intermediate waters, inlets 
and harbours, as in the prosecution of the objects of your 
cruise it may be important to visit. 

It will be your duty to inquire and ascertain whether 
the regulations of the department are attentively ob- 
served. Whether the cutters are diligently and usefully 
employed ; and also to report any violations of the rules 
prescribed for the government of the service, any remiss- 
ness in cruising, or failure to board and examine the cha- 
racter of vessels fallen in with at sea, or elswhere within 
the waters of the United States, or neglect to make pro- 
per entries in the log book. 

The regulations of the service require that inventories 
of the effects placed on board of the cutters shall be taken 
annually, and entered on the books of each vessel ; your 
special attention will be directed to this matter; and to 
enable you to ascertain whether this duty has been fully 
complied with, and a duc regard observed in the care 
and preservation of the public property, it is required 
that you will at the time of the inspection of each vessel 
cause an inventory of all the equipments on board thereof 
to be taken in the form herewith enclosed, that you shall 
collate the same with the previous inventories, aad note 
any discrepancies which may appear from such exami- 
nation, and the causes assigned for such discrepancies, 
and transmit your report with the inventory taken by 
you to the department. 

An account of sneh useless or worn-out effects of any va- 
lue, originally belonging to the cutter service, which may 
at any time have been placed in the public stores or else- 
where,and which remains undisposed of, will accompany 
each inventory. It will also come within the range of the 
business confided to you to ascertain those puoimts of the 
coast most favorable to the clandestine introduction of 
foreign merchandise, and where from that cireumstance 
the operation of the cutters are most required ; to ascer- 
tain those poiats which may have been negleeted, aad 
to report what changes, if any, in the opinion of the offi- 





cers, may, be made with advantage, cither in the present 


arrangements for the employment of the cutters, or in 
the regulation for the government of the service. 

Another. branch of the public service to which your 
attention is requested is that authorised to be employed 
under the 10st section of the act of the 2d of March, 
1799. Itis therein provided, ‘‘ that the collectors of the 
espective districts may, with the approbation of the se 
cretary of the treasury, provide and employ such small 
open row and sail boats in each district, together with 
the number of persons to serve in them, as shall be ne- 
cessary for the use of the surveyors and inspectors in 
going oa board of ships or vessels, and otherwise for the 
detection of frauds.’? Owing to the recent destruction of 
the reeords of the department by fire, neither the num- 
ber of boats employed under the power therein given, 
nor the places where stationed, nor the men employed in 
the management of them can be readily ascertained. 
Your enquiries in relation to this branch of the service, 
in all the collection districts of the United States, except 
those of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more, will embrace the fellowing points ; viz., Ist. Num- 
ber of boats employed in each ; dim: nsion and burthen 
of each ; number of persons employed therein, and month- 
ly wages allowed them, discriminating between those 
who are free and those who are slaves, and by whom the 
latter are owned; under whose superintendence each 
boat is employed when built, and whatis its present condi- 
tion. 2d. Whether such boats are employed in any other 
manner than for revenue purposes, and whether they are 
essential to such purposes. Your inquiries on these 
heads will be addressed as well to the collectors as to 
such other sources of information as in your opinion are 
most to be relied on. Separate reports.will be made to 
the department upon this branch of the service, each res 
port embracing the result of your inquiries in each dis- 
trict. 

Beside the matters indicated in the foregoing sum- 
mary, it is required that vou will visit and examine the 
lighthouses, and take notice of the buoys and beacons 3 
and in regard to this part of-your duties make a separate 
report. 

You will note and make report of any facts and cir- 
| cumstances coming within your observation, tending to 
‘show a neglect on the part of any of the officers charged 
with the protection of the revenue, of the precautions 
established by act of congress, or by the department for 
its secur'ty, or a necessity for increased vigilance or cir- 
cumspection. 

During your cruise you will board and examine all 
vessels from foreign ports fallen in with, within the wa- 
ters of the United States, which are not in the charge of 
an officer of the customs, and ifany are found under cir- 
cumstances which wl! justify their seizure, they will be 
sont in charge of an « Jicer to the nearest port. You will 
avail yorself of such opportanity as may be afforded for 
obtaining a knowledge of the pursuits and occupations of 
persons residing in places which, owing to their remote- 
ness from the stations of the custom house officers, or 
other causes, you may deem favourable to the commise 
sien of frauds on the revenue, or the violation of the 
laws, and note upon your journal any information in rela- 
tion thereto which you shall think important to the de- 
partment. The revenue cutter Taney is assigned to the 
service herein pointed oui; and Lieutenants Gatewood, 
Frazer, and Powell, directed to report to you for duty 
on board that vessel. You will, when the vessel shall 
have been tested and-received, according to the stipula- 
tions of the contract, take charge of her, and cause an in- 
ventory and appraisement of all effects and public pro- 
perty on board, to be taken and transmitted to the de- 
partment. 

This done, and the officers assigned to the vesscl 
having joined her, and your preparations fully completed, 
you will proceed to New Orleans, in which district your 
operations will commence, and from whence they will 
be proseeuted in a northern direction. In pursuing the 
objects of your cruise, and especially during your opera- 
tions along that part of the coast of the United States 
bordering on the Gulph of Mexico, vou will keep in view 
the several acts of congress for prohibiting the importa- 
tion of slaves, which are referred to in the general regu- 
lations of the service, and govern yourself accordingly. 

Under the impression that your cruise between the Sa- 
bine and Mississippi rivers and Cape Florida, may b> 
rendered tributary to another important public concern, 
I would also call your attention to the “act to provide 
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Sor the punishment ef offences committed in cutling, de-| ‘Tur cOasT suRVEY AND THE STANDARD OF WEIGHTS 
stroying, or removing live oak or other timber or trees) ,xp MEASURES.—We pray attention to aclear and clever 
reserved for naval purposes,” approved 2d March, 1531; communication, which we take froin the Albany Argus, 
and also to the third section of the act of 2d Mareh, 1833, | explaining these two public enterprises, little understood 
entitled ‘‘ an act in addition to the att for the gradual im | and yet of great and general importance. 

provement of the navy of the United States,’ and enjoin Reference is also made, in terms of just surprise, to 


upon you that you visit and examine as well those dis- 
tricts in which the timber is reserved, as such other places 
as you may have reason to suspect vivlations of the law 
are committed, and that you will take such legal tea- 


sures against all persons engaged in the commission of 


such depredations, as may be necessary to cuforce the 
penalties of the law. 


the totally inadequate compensation of the eminently sei- 
eutific gentleman, who is charged with these two na- 
tional works, Mr. Hassler. 

But not only, as we have seen by the public documents, 
is the compensation of Mr. Hassler inadequate, but he 
is constantly harrassed by little objections, and the in- 
|terposition of trifling forms, for most trifling sums, ex - 


| 
| 
| 


Before your departure from New York, you will pro- | pended in prosecution of labors that demand the 
vide yourself with the latest and most approved charts of wholé unclouded and undiverted energy of a full and 
the coast, and when by reason of the soundings of any | disciplined mind. 
bay or inlet which it may be important to visit, youmay| We wish Mr. Hassler could be invested with carte 
judge it unsafe to enter the saine with the cutter, you blanche, as to the manner of expending whatever sums 
will in such case dispatch one of your boats, fully man- | Congress may see fit to appropriate annually to the coast 
ned, armed, and provisioned, in charge of an otlicer, and | survey, without being under the necessity of complying 
wait at the entrance of such bay or inict until the return | with the forms, necessary and proper on ordinary occa- 
of the boat. isions, but always troublesome, and consuming time ia 

In entering the different harbours which are accessibie | the case before us, of far more value than any possible 
to the culter, you will engage the services of a regularly parings that might be effected in the expenditures.— 
constituted pilot, and if, while exploring the nature of New-York Aimerican. 
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each district, you shall deem it necessary to the safety of | 


the vessel to employ an experienced person to act in that 
capacity, you are at liberty to do su. By orders here- 
with transmitted, collectors of the customs are instructed 
to discharge the compensation of your officers and meu 


monthly, together with your ration account, upon the | 


exhibition of your muster and pay roll duly certified ; 
and also to pay any neccessary expenses incurred for pi- 
lotage or repairs. 


Commanding officers of the cutters are also directed | 


in the enclosed order to conform to your instructions, 
and afford you every facility in their power, which may 
‘be required for the due accomplishment of four orders. 

That you may the better acquaint yourself with the 
provisions of the law upon the several subjects herein re- 
ferred to, and with the duties assigned to you by these 
orders, you will procure and place on board the cutter 
Story’s edition of the Laws of the United States, and a 


copy of the regulations established for the goverument of 


the cutter service, dated 17th December, 1529. 

The pamphlet laws of the 20th, 21st, and 22d Congress 
are herewith transmitted, together with a report from 
the navy department on the shbject of live oak reserva- 
tions. 

You will adyise the department of your departure, 


and from time to time of your progress, an& transmit at 


the ead of every month a transcript of your journal. 
lam, very respectfuily, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY, 
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
lenny D. Hunrer, Captain Revenue Service. 


ITEMS. 

Gen. Rust has resigned the oflice of superintendent 
of the public armory at Harper's Ferry, Va. Colonel 
Lucas, a representativein Congress from that district, 
is a candidate ior the place. 


The United States schooner Enterprize entered the | 


port of Mazatlan on the Pacific ocean, on the 23th 
November for supplies of provisions, thirty days from 
San Luncht.— New Orleans Bee, Dec. 19. 

The “ Pea Patch” island, including Port Delaware, 
which stands on it, is to be sold at auction on the 25th 
of next month, by the sheriif of Sale:n county, New 
Jersey, as the property of Henry Gales. 

The U.S. revenue cutter Alert, Capt. Bicker, re- 
turned to New York on Saturday evening Jast, from a 
cruise of fifteen days off Sandy Hook, in the course a 
of which she spoke thirty-five vessels, none of which 
stood in need of supplies or assistance. The cutter 
Rush, Capt. Polk, is still cruising off the Hook, and 
the Alert will resume her station in a day or two. 


| mer, an obscure elarionet player, in the band of a coun- 


From the Albany Argus. 
SOUTH SEA EXPEDITION—SURVEY OF THE 
COAST—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
To the Editor of the Aibany Argus : 

Sir :—Among the several national projects mentioned 
in the message of the President, and the documents ac- 
companying it, | have noticed with much pleasure that 
the South Sea Expedition, the survey of the coast, and 
the manufacture of standard Weights and Measures, have 
received peculiar attention. ‘This is appropriate, inas- 
much as cach of these works may be considered impor- 
tant, not only for the peculiaredesiderata intended to be 
supplied by their proper execution, but as patronising 
‘and bringing into contact and action the science of the 


country. The notice given by the President to these 


‘among other objects of more particular and immediate 
|concern, is therefore gratifying as indicative of a high 
aud proper estimate of their value. It appears indeed, 
that in each of these undertakings certain minor trou- 
| bles have arisen, sometimes from lack of sufficient au- 
thority in the departiweut having charge of their primary 
organization—and sometimes from the operation of that 
/neecssary rivalry among officers and professional gentle- 
|men excreising functions of a different nature, when they 
j are for the first time made subject to a sole and unaceus- 
jtomed authority. Bad effects may have also originated 
| from a cause known to operate to a certain extent 
throughout the country, viz. an indisposition to patron- 
lize foreigners of distinguished talent ; or to use them 
lonly till they had initiated us into the details of some 
| scientific process, and then whistle them off to provide 
for themselves. This is a mawkish and dishonorable 
feeling, which can exist only in young communities, and 
which we hope soon to see extirpated entirely from this. 
When Miller, the musician, found Herschel, the astrono- 


| try village in England, and invited him to share his lod z- 
ing, it can searce be believed that the patronage of the 
| Englishman was either stinted, or unpleasant, because 
| his protege was a German. Nor have we ever hearl 
that Englishmen have been jealous of the elder Herschel, 
| beeause he was a native of another country than their 
| own—nor refused on that eccount to display his discove- 
ries amoug their proudest conquests in science. 

But in regurd to a proper execution, in this country, 
of works having relation to general science, rather than 
to any appropriation of its advantages to our own use 
and profit, there is, perhaps, yet another incapacity lying 
still deeper, and which results from the circumstance 
that we have as yet no predominant scientific establish- 
ment, or national institute, whieh, possessing alike the 
confidence of the government and the nation, can take 
cognizance of, and give recommendation for, the proper 
conduct of projects of this character. Heretofore the 
charge of such works bas always been assigned by Con- 
gress to the Exceutive, and by him committed to some 
one or other of the departments. Now, though each of 





the Sceretaries has his appropriate function in managing 
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the correspondence, the defence, the currency aud com- 
merce of the nation, still to none of them belongs, ina 
special manner, the patronage of science, unless as it 
affects his own peculiar department. We may expect 
them also to be bound by legal restrictions and formali- 
ties, which could all have been foreseen and obviated 


in the sittings of,such a national academy as I have de-| 


scribed. That the efforts of the government have been 
retarded and deranged from the lack of such an institu- 
tion, is evident from the statement of the message, that 


the duties of the Presider.t and Secretary of the ‘lreasury, | 


have been too multifarious and burtheusome to permit 
the requisite attention to certain of these public works. 
I donot make these suggestions invidiously, or for any 
bad purpose—the official communications give themselves 
the authority for the facts; and thuugi: ] am of opinion that 
the recommendation of the message, to invest a separate 
board with the control of such works, must tend only to 
multiply official relations already too numerous, and in- 
crease a correspondence already complained of,—suill 
the deference due to the highest authority in the nation 
shall prevent me, for the present, from entering inio any 
argument on the subject. I propose to myself a more 
pleasant duty, in» presenuug through your columns, 
nearly the present state and prospects of these public 
works. And I do this mainly for the reason that from 
us, of New York, they have seemed to receive less no- 
tice than they deserve. 

Of the expedition to the South Seas little at present can 
be said, as its preparations and arrangements are yet 
imperfect.” The difficulty in procuring the necessary 
equipment for the ships, is the matter principally com- 
SS. of in the report of the Secretary of the Navy. 

his must have been foreseen, and is undoubtedly fortu- 
nate, as affording more time to mature the plau of the 
voyage, and to organise and discipline its equipage. We 
are, I know, as a nation, prone to do things in a hurry ; 
but this prevailing passion should not be indulged here. 
The proper arrangement of an expedition, whose results 
are to be judged of by the whole scientific world, cannot 
be too well thought of, or too carefully defined. If a 
scientific project fail in our own hands, we have only to 
take care that the failure be not known: but this will 
not answer here. The results of the expedition must 
become the property of the world, and there will be no 
honor unless they be worthy of the nation. ' 

The two other projects mentioned in the message,— 
and which I have endeavored to class generically with 
the first, as of a character partaking rather of the encour- 
agement due by the government to science in general, 
than of any exclusive appropriation of its advantages to 
the wants of the community,—are the Survey of the 


Coast, and the establishment of an uniform Standard of 


Weights and Measures. These two works have been 
in progress for about the same period, under the dirce- 
tion of the same superintendent, Professor IF’. R. [ass- 
Jer. And it is more our duty of New York toundersiand 
them fully, not only because, from our extensive com- 
mercial relations, a proper execution of these works is 
more important to us than to any other section of the con- 
federacy, but because the superintendent, though a for- 
eigner, has by a residence among us of more than thirty 
years, given us a right to claim him as one of the 
citizens of this state, and imposed upon us the duty to 
encourage and patronise him in his labors. He has 
many claims to our consideration, but it is the fashion 
now to speak of things and not of men. I will, therefore, 
briefly refer to the progress of these two works, since 
they have been committed to him. 

A survey of our extensive coast was first found ne- 
cessary about the year 1805. It had then been dis- 
covered by American statesmen that parent countries al- 
ways keep the commercial knowledge of their colonies 
as a leading string in their own hands—and that as prac- 
tical navigators, American seamen knew less of their 
own shores, than the country and its allies from whose 
subjection we had so recently delivered ourselves by 
force of arms. In large vessels, three nations, the 
Dutch, the French, and the English, approached our 
harbors with less risk than those bearing our own flag : 
at the same time that in small and more manageable 
vessels, we had long been known as a match for the 
strongest. The President—Jcfierson—saw the defect 
and the manner in which it must be remedied. We 
were at that time on the brink of a war, about whose 
justice some of our politicians differed in opinion, and 
it was of course more necessary to pray for a fortunate 
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result than to preach of the causes which had occasioned 
jthe quarrel. ‘Vohave procured for the nation (even if it 
had been practicable so to do,) the old charis from the 
| Dutch, French and English governments, would have 
,only been to put our knowledge on a par with theirs— 
while to execute more reccut and accurate surveys, 
was advancing the new country above the old. With 
the clear and bold pereeption, which always distin- 
guishes men of genius, when they are entrusted in times 
‘of danger with the destinies of a nation, the President 
recommeided a survey of the whole coast, with all the 
aid of the more recent discoverics in science. The sur- 
vey as recommended by him was to be of the kind then 
recently executed in France, and in progress in England. 
It was to cover the whole defensible part of the sea- 
board, extending from the shores to the gorges and de- 
files of the first highlands :—to be based upon a primary 
triangulation, with sides of from 10 to GU milesin length, 
affording at once the advantage of confining the errors in- 
cident to every similar operation, within the nearcst 
limit in the longest distances, while it supplied the 
greatest facility both from tie number and aceuracy of 
points merely of detail. The project unfortunately was 
in advance of the science of the country. The perfec- 
tion possible to be given to circular instruments was not 
then much understood ; and the matter most creditable 
to the country, both in the design and execution, es- 
caped ina great degree both notice and commendation . 
There were then few men among us to whom the ex- 
citement incident to the birth of a new nation and the 
organization of a new government, bad allowed suflicient 
of leisure to think of tne means by which its future des- 
tinies might be improved or illustrated. The survey of 
the coast was of course discontinued. In 1852, under the 
present administration, it was revived, and has been 
continued to the present day; the primary triangulation 
having been conducted by the superintendent, and the 
detail-topography and sounding either by junior officers 
of the army and navy, or by civil engineers, to whom 
the honor of employment in an important work has been 
sufficient inducement to attract them into the service. 

The work has advanced from near the mouth of the 
Connecticut to the Delaware, above Philadelphia, and 
there seems to exist no impediment to its future pro- 
gress, except what has arisen from some misapprehen- 
sion as to the powers and compensation of the superin- 
tendent. He, as we learn from the documents, is al- 
lowed $3000 per annum, with his expenses—a sum so 
evidently incongruous with other salaries, that I per- 
ceive it has not been registered in the blue book, doubt- 
less for fear that in the eyes of foreign nations it might 
reproach us of penury when we have plenty. ‘This has, 
I presume, only resulted from lack of suflicient authority 
in the law authorizing the work; and as it is now sube 
mitted to Congress, this diffeulty will of course be re- 
moved. Men should always be paid in proportion to 
the talent and industry which they expend inthe pub- 
lic serviec; for if an opposite principle be once admit- 
ted, not only will the service deteriorate in character, 
but the government will lose the most distinguished fea 
ture ofa republic—all employments, whether of trust or 
of honor, must become the property of the rich, for te 
such only the compensation could be a minor considera- 
tion. 

To the same superintendence has also been confided 
the construction of standard weights and measures. 
The Jack of uniformity in this particular, and which, in 
the simple but just language of the superintendent, 
‘amounted to an actual distribution of injustice,’’* had 
been repcatedly presented by the Executive for the con- 
sideration of the nation. This work was preceded by a 
preliminary comparison of the different weights and 
measures used in the country, which were also, so far 
as they deserved such notice, referred to the later and 
better authenticated standard of foreign nations, then ex- 
tant among us. Finally, the unit of length adopted was 
the mean yard of a seale of 32 inches, made by the late 
celebrated ‘Troughton, for the survey of the coast : and 
which is one of a family of scales by which the standard 
of English measure has been preserved. The base of 
the system of weight was determined, as in England, 
by the Troy pound; that weight having always been 
used inthe English mint, and among the dealers in gold 
and in medicine. The wine gallon and Winchester bushel 
were also taken at their English statutory dimension. 








* Document 299, of the year 1832. 
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But in measuring the standards of —— it was de- 
termined instead of taking water at the temperature of 
melting ice, (a fixed pointin the thermometer,) as the 
French have done, or the mean temperature of the cii- 
mate, as has been used by the English, to take the | 
weight of water at its mazimum density: a point as fixed 
in its temperature, and more certain in its ultimate re- | 
sults. In this matter, the skill and judgment both of, 
Professor Hassler and of Mr. Ingham, the then Secreta- | 
ry of the ‘Treasury, have been eminently apparent. A) 
hice discriminativa, though at first not so palpable, is_ 
manifest in the choice made of brass for the compound 
in which the standards were to be execated. The ordi- 
nary measures iu use for the purposes of commerce | 
would most adpropriately be made of this material, as | 
less livble to oxidization, and it was held important that 
the prime standards Kept only to authenticate those in | 
common use should be of the same metal. To avoid, 
however, the uncertainty of expansion in a compound 
motal, the brass used fur the standards has all been cast 
by the same procéss from pure zine and copper, the pro- | 
duce of mines of our own country ; it is therefore tough, 
hard, and of uaiform density. 
I have been induced to take this notice of these pub- 
lic works, finding, from conversation, that but little was | 
known about them, and of course less interest taken in | 
their proper exccution than they deserve. ‘This has not 
been the case jn Europe, where the details of their con- | 
struction have reevived more notice than have been con- 
ferred on any other scientific works instituted in this 
country. The latest documents conceruing them are 
contained in a special letter from the Treasury Depart- 
incat of the 8th December. METRIQUE, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


[COMMUNICATED. } 
MILITARY ANECDOTE. 

It was early in the montn of January, when Gen. | 
Ciinech had returned to Camp Drane after his fight, 
with the Indians on the 3lst December. The volun- 
teers under Gen. Call had departed home, and many of 
the regular soldiers having completed their term of 
service were being discharged and leaving camp. The 
indians were in possession of the country, and the 
handful of men fit for duty were entirely inadeqnate 
to aiford any protection to the settlers, much less to 
make any oifensive operations. 

The immediate prospect was gloomy enough. It 
was at this time the General was passing from his own 
tent by that of the Paymaster, when he observed 
Quinn, an old soldier of his own regiment, company 
D, 4th infantry, who was just recovering froma riile 
wound in the head, stepping out with « the dollars in 
bis hand.” ‘ Well Quinn” said he, “and are you 
going to leave us too?” Quinn halted, raised his hand 
to his cap, looked steadily for an instant in the face of 
the General, and replied slowly, but with emphasis 
and feeling, “No Gin’ral, Pll never lave you while 
you have a button to your coat.” 

It is needless to add, Quinn re-enlisted, and is now 
in the army. L. 








ORIGINAL POETRY. 


SONNET. 
AT SEA IN A GALE OF WIND. 
». 
Night hath spread o’er the deep her raven plume, 





The while I hear the roar of winds and waves, 
Careering wildly in their midnight gloom, 

To overwhelm oar little barque, that braves 
Their stormy rage, and, like a sea-bird bright, 
Unheediag wings her solitary flight. 

The winds their wild and clamorous voices fling 
In fearful discord o’er the stormy sea, 

With masie all unlike thy fingering 

When thou dost play some dulcet harmony, 
Tooagh tempest spread abroad her darkest wing, 
Sull quiet reigas within, with thought of thee ; 
Aud though no Polestar to my guidance spring, 





Yet thy dear image, still, shall guide my wandering. 


SELECTED. 


THE PIRATE’S SONG. 

To the mast nail our flag, it is dark as the grave, 

Or the death which it bears while it sweeps o’er the 
wave. 

Let our deck clear for action, our guns be prepared, 
Be the boarding-axe sharpened, the scimetar bared. - 
Set the canisters ready, and then bring to me, 
For the last of my duties, the powder-room key. 
It shall never be lowered—the black flag we bear ; 
If the sea be denied us we sweep through the air, 


Unshared have we left our last victory’s prey ; 

It is mine to divide it, and yuurs to obey. 

There are shawls that might suit a Sultana’s white neck, 

And pearls that are fair as the arms they will deck. 

wage are flasks which, unseal them, the air will dis- 
ciose 

Damietta’s far summers, the home of the rose. 

I claim not a portion, I ask but as mine— 

*Tis to drink to our victory—one cup of red wine. 


Some fight, ’tis for riches; some fight, ’tis for fame: 
The first I despise, aud the last is a name. 
fight, ’tis for vengeance. I love to see flow, 
At the stroke of my sabre, the life of my foe. 
I strike for the memory of long vanished years ; ° 
I only shed blood, where another shed tears. 
I come, as the lightning comes red from above, 
O’er the race that I loathe, to the battle I love. 


From the Apalachicola Gazette. 

We are indebted to our fellow citizen, Mr. Nathan 
Smith, for the following information of the U.S ship 
Concord, M. P. Mix, commander, which he fo ind 
on the beach of St. George’s Island, deposited ina 
cemijohn, and closely sealed: 

U. S. ship Concord, 
M. P. MIX, commander, 
on a cruise, 
August 17th, 1836, 
Lat. 29° 10 N.—Long. 87° 15’ W. 
ALL WELL! 
U. S. Sute.Concorp, 
August 17th, at sev. 
Old Noah’s ark, in days of yore, 
Came safely to the mountain shore— 
This fragile vessel o’er the deep, 
Has many a stormy wave to leap, 
No sail to guide, no helin to steer, 
With only — its course to cheer— 
Bright hope that o’er the darken’d soul 
Greets a sweet and bless’d control ; 
If safely to some friendly land, 
This glassy bark should come to hand, 
Or rescued on the stormy sea, 
By passing sail—from dangers free, 
The curious eye may find inside, 
Thus far, how well our fortunes glide ; 
A smiling sky, a gentle sea, j 
Fond thoughts of love, and feelings free, 
With memories of enchanting home, 
Deep in our hearts, where’er we roam, 
To hope, to fame, to country, true, 


And to all triends—a kind adicu! M. C 


A tone Sea Racr.—We understand that a bet, to 
the amount of $10,000, has been entered into between 
certain parties connected with the vessels, on the pas- 
sage of the new packet ship Sheridan, and the packet 
Columbus, which sailed yesterday for Liverpool—this 
being the first voyage of the Sheridan. She has a 
choice crew of forty men, with regular pay of 4254 
month, and a promise of a present of $50 each, pro- 
vided she wins the race. This is am important strife, 
on other considerations beside the large amount of 
money at stake ; along heat, a clear course, not much 
chance for jockeying, and (under the unsurp1:sed 
commanders of the rival vessels) little fear of accident 
from indiscretion.—N. Y. Sun. 
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STATISTICS. | 





COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 
From the Boston Morning Post. 

We have been furnished with the following “Com- | 
parative statement of the commerce and revenue of 
Boston,” during ten years :— 

Foreign arivals.—1826, 870; 1827, 728; 1828, 680; 
1829, 663; 1830, 642; 1831, 766; 1832, 1064; 1833, 
1067; 1834, 1156; 1835, 1502; 1836, 1451. 

Foreign clearances.—1826, 614; 1827, 524; 1828, 
527; 1829, 495; 1830, 566; 1831, 681; 1832, 943; 
1833, 939; 1834, 1003; 18°75, 1224; 1836, 1333. 


tevenue 1826 3,988,378 46 
do 1827 3,179,494 69 
do 1828 4,579,176 86 
do 1829 4,167,189 78 
do 1830 3.662,301 78 
do 1831 5,227,592 00 
do 1832 5,424,839 36 
do 1833 3,895,036 71 
do 1834 2,830,172 69 
do 1835 4,624,771 94 
do Ist quarter 1836 1,024,825 84 
do dd do 1836 1,090,202 81 
do 3d do 1836 1,574,771 G4 
do 4th do 1836 


estimated at 780,957 00 





Total for 1836, 4,469,763 29 
Increase of revenue over the last 
year, 844,901 35 

From the New Bedford Mercury. 

WHALE FisHeEries.—The following statement of 
the importations of Oilsand Whalebone into the Unit- 
ed States during the past year has been derived from 
an authentic source, and may be relied on for its cor- 
rectness. It will be perceived that the quality of 
Sperm Oilimported in 1836, is less by about 42,060 
bbis. than the quantity of the same article impoted 
in the preceding year. The importations of Whale 
Oil exceed those of 18235, only 9319 bbls. which is 
considerably less than had been anticipated. The 
quantity of Oil and Whalebone imported during the 
year, at an average of the prices at which it has been 
sold, amounts to $5,689,394, 40. 

In January, 1836, Sperm Oil sold for 90 cents per 
gallon, by the cargo, and in January, 1837, although 
the quantity brought in is 42,000 bbls. less, it is now 
selling at the same rates, when almost every other ar- 
ticle of traffic has advanced in price about 25 per 
cent. 

Importalions of Oils and Whalebone into the United ' 





States in 1836. 
Sperm, Whale Bone. 

New Bedford 58651 bbls 54550 bbl. 474883 Ibs. 
Nantucket 33960 1900 

New London 3692 19845 

Sag Harbor 3740 24650 

Warren 3860 3790 

Bristol 3850 1475 

Falmouth 5300 300 

Hudson 3220 140 

At other ports 14725 24418 


Estimated amount of bone, except N. Bedford 573885 








Tora. 

Sperm oil 130998 bbls 8S cts $3,631,154 56 
Whale oil 129868 44 1,801,146 28 
Whale bone 1028773lbs' 25 259,193, 25 

$5,C39,494 29 

1835. 

Sperm oil 172688 bbls. % 
Whale oil 120649 


[In the above statement, the account in New Bed- 
ford has been taken from the actual guages—for other 
ate the quantity of oil on arrival, and the whale 


Cente 








From the New York Lxpress. 

We were politely favored by Mr. George Sibell, 
Boarding Officer at the U.S. revenue barge oflice, 
with the following table of vessels arrived at the 
port of New York trom the Ist of January to the 3ist 
of December, 1836. . 

It is a little remarkable that on the Ist January, 
the first vessel boar¢ed was the packet ship George 
Washington, from Liverpool, and the last vessel on 
the 31st December, was the packet ship Columbus. 
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Ho Nn) Ww 
E|E|cz| ele| g 
Plelee| sie] & 

Ss) SRT 2° 

J" 1Fel 3] | 

Americans, - |527 | 54 701 | 209; 2 | 1583 
Austrian, - - 2 4 14 20 
British, - . 32 | 46; 150] 137) 1 366 
Bremen, - - 11 | 16 29 56 
Brazilian, - . 1 4 5 
Colombian, - - 5 Ej 6 
Dutch, - 32 | 32 
Danish, - a4 3 28 3 | 34 
French, - - 4 7 18 29 
German, - - ] 1 2 
Greck, - - 1 1 
Hamburg, - - 6| 9 10 25 
Hanoverian, - 1 1 2 
Ha ytian, - - 3 1 4 
Lubec, - - 1 1 
Mexican, - - 2 2 
Mecklenberg, - 1 1 
Norwegian, - l 3 4 
Portuguese, - - 3 3 
Prussian, - - 1| 2 11 14 
Russian, - - 1 1 d i 6 
Swedish - - 11 | 18 BH | 66 
Spanish, - - | 2 8 5 | 15 
Sicilian, - - | 1 | 6 q 
Sardinian, - | 1 1 
599 192 1071 412 4 2285 
Armed vessels, 8 





Total, 2,293 
Remarks.—Increase of Arrivals 250 over 1836. 
do ussengers 25,254 ‘* 
Not included in the above ; 
4 American Armed Ships. 


oe 





1 Austrian “  Briz: 

1 British ‘* Ship. 

1 Danish “Brig. 

1 French ‘* Ship. 

1 do «Brig. « 

2 Texian *¢ — Schooners. 
No of passengers for 1836. Passengers. 
January - - 1,014 in 1835 35,303 
February - - 535 1834, 48,111 
March - - 726 1833, 41,752 
April - - 3,353 1832, 48,589 
May - 14,968 Vessels arrived from 
June - - 9,494 foreign ports in 
July - 5,595 1835, 2,043 
August - 8,802 1834, 1,933 
September - - 5,600 1833, 1,626 
October " - 4,816 1832, 1,819 
November - - 3,686 
December - - 1,022 

60,541 





Commerce or Cnicaco.—The rapid growth of Chi- 
cago is a subject of remark and wonder throughout the 
Union. The growth of the town, however, bears no com 
parison with that of its commerce, as will be seen in 
the {following statements: In 1833 there were, as we 
are informed, but four arrivals from the lower lakes, 
viz: two brigs and two schooners, say 700 tons. In 
1835 there were about 250 arrivals, nearly all of which 
were schooners, averaging abont 90 tons burder each, or 
22,500 tons in all. In 183 6, the first arrival was on the 
18th day of April. From that time to the first day of 
December, 226 days, 456 vessels (49 steamboats, 10 ine 
and barques, 26 brig’s, 363 schooners, and 8 sloops) ar- 
rived, averaging 57,550 tons, as follows : 85 ships, steam- 





one from estimate. ] 


boats, barques and brigs at 250 tons each: 21,250 tons 5, 
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363 schooners at 100 tons each (many of them carry 150 Number of Vessels. 
to 200 tons) 36,300 tons, or 57,550 tons in all, without Tons. 
including the sloops. ‘To give a more concise view of 39 Steamboats, aggregate tonnage, 10,200 
the increase of our commerce, for the years above 3 Ships, cael ‘s 800 
named, we place it in the following order: 6 Brigs, “6 ss 1,046 
ears. No. of arrwals. Average tonnage.| 147 Schrs. and sl’ps, * ae 13,250 
1833 4 TOU sii 
1835 250 22,500 195 Vessels, te « 25,296 
8361 456 57,550 Increase since Jast yéar, ‘about 6,500 


As there are several vessels now on the way which 
will arrive here this seuson, we may safely state the 
tonnage at 69,009! being an increase of 59,300! ! tons in 
three years!!! 

Is there any other town within the borders of our 
Union, which can boast of as large an increase in its eom- 
merce as this? Wechallenge !—Chicago American. 





From the New York Journal of Commerce. 

Commerce or New Yorx.—We annex the 
amount of imports for the three first quarters of: the 
ast year, which we have obtained from the Custom 
fouse. We addsome other statistics by way of il- 
ustrating the rapid growth of our noble city. Value) 
of Imports into the Port of New York during the | 
three first quarters of 1336, ending the 39th Septem- 


Besides these there are building, at different ports on the 
Lake, thirteen steam-boats of the largest class, besides 
numerous other vessels, all of which will be ready to 
come out early the next season. 
| ‘TONNAGE OF Burrato.—Of the above 195 vessels 
there are belonging to the port of Bufialo— 

13 Steamboats, 

3 Ships, 

3 Brigs, 

55 Schooners and Sloops. 
74 Vessels—aggregate tonnage about 9000 tons. 

There are two steamboats now on the stocks here, of 
500 and 700 tons, which will be completed by the com- 
mencement of navigation in the spring. 

Arrivals and Clearances.—The whole number of arri- 
vals at our port during the year 1836, was, of 





ber, P : $98,746,324 | Steamboats, 810 

Duties accruing for same period, $14,725,015 Clearances of same, 810—Total 1620. 

Foreign arrivals in 1836 2279 The average admeasurement of these boats was 230 
Whole value of Imports for 1835, $89,304,108 | tons—making an aggregate of 453,600 tons. 

Amount-of Duties accrued for 1835, $14,468,116} During the same period there were arrivals of 
Foreign arrivals in 1829 955 Ships, brigs, sehrs. and sloops, 1,046. 
Value of Iinports do, $34,972,493 Clearances of same, 1,046 


DISASTERS AT SEA. 

From the January No. of the Sailor’s Magazine, 
we take the table which follows, giving an acconnt 
of such shipwrecks as came to the knowledge of its | 
editors within the year 1836. 

TABLE. ) 
Ships and Brigs Schrs. Sloops 8. boats Lives | 
Barks lost lost lost lost fost lost 





January 4 9 17 1 6 87 | 
Feb’ry 6 WwW . 1 1 261, 
March 6 6 15 2 4 73 | 
April 5 6 8 2 1 1| 
May 3 6 7 1 2 11, 
June 3 7 6 0 0 9) 
July 0 1 5 0 1 17 
August 3 4 6 0 1 19, 
Sept. 4 2 3 0 0 45, 
Oct. 2 3 4 0 2 32 | 
Nov. 7 me. 4 ; 208 | 
Dee. 13 27 29 4 8 

—_ — — — —_— — 
Total 56 97 121 12 30 R25 | 





Total, 2,092 

Average tonnage 90: amounting in all to 188,460 tons 

Total tonflage, 642,060 *« 

The whole number of days of navigation this season 
was 216. Dividing the tonnage by this number it will 
show an average equal to 300 tons arriving at and de- 
parting from our ports every day. 

Passengers.—We have no data from which we can 
ascertain the exact number of passengers leaving this 
place during the season, but from the best information 
which we can obtain from all sources, we are convinced 
the number is not less than five hundred daily, during 
the continuance of navigation. Many masters of vessels, 
forwarders and others, whose opportunities of arriving 
at the truth are very great, make the number neha 4 
larger than this: but to be within bounds—which we 
are satisfied we are greatly—we assume five hundred 
to be the number leaving here daily, in all the craft 
leaving our port for the west, and the total number of 
passengers for the season will be one hundred and eight 
thousand. . 

From the foregoing data, limited as they are, some 


~ | estimate may be formed of the great advantagee of our 


city in a commercial point of view ; and as scarcely a 


|tithe of the great resources and energies of the vast 


The foregoing table does not probably exhibit all |country beyond us are yet developed—and as the trade 


the shipwrecks which have taken place on the Amer-| and commerce of our great inland seas, are, as it were, 
ican coast, and possibly some few vessels, that are | but just commenced—who shall consider as wild and 
recorded as being lost, were afterwards got off, and| utopian eveu the most sanguine anticipations of the 


towed into some port; but, as far as was known, no) 


vessel has been placed on the list which did not prove | 
a total loss. Some few were foreign vessels. The 
number of lives lost is undoubtedly much larger than 
is named in the table, as, in many instances whole 
crews have been lost, but no numbers given, and 
consequently none counted. In other instances, 
crews were missing, the vessel being found abandon- 
edat sea. Could all be known, probably not far from 
three hundred vessels, and one thousand lives, have 
been lost in this part of the world during the _ 
year. These facts show something of the hardships 
and perils of those who traverse the great deep. 





From the Buffalo Journal. 

Port or Burrato.—Trape, Commerce, &c.—We 
have been politely furnished by Mr. E. Kimberly, of 
the Custom House in this city, with a statement of the 
whole amount of tonnage of American vessels engaged in 
the navigation of Lake Eric—of the amount owned at 
Buffalo—the number of arrivals and departures at our 


friends Of Buffalo? The facts above given are before 
the public. The intelligent and candid can draw their 
own conclusions. 





FUNERAL OF THE LATE Cot. Brooxs.—The bo- 
dy of the late lamented Cor. Brooxs was found up- 
on the beach, about thirty miles from this city, and 
brought in for interment on Thursday last. On Fri- 
day, the last sad tribute was paid to his remains, and 
he was enterred with the honors of war. The bod 
was escorted to the grave by the company of St. Au- 
gustine Veterans, and Lieutenant Northrop’s compa- 
ny of Volunteers, under command of Adjutant Phil- 
lips, and followed by the U. S. officers at this post, 
as principal mourners, the Volunteer officers in the 
service of the U.S., the U.S. troops, the judge and offi- 
cers of the Superior Court and its officers, the Mayor 
and Aldermen, and a large concourse of citizens. The 
burial service was read at the grave by the Rev. Da- 
vid Brown, of the Episcopal Church.—St. Augustine 





port, &e., from which we make up the following par- 
ticulars : 


Herald, Jan. 7. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 





SEMINOLE WAR. 
OFFICE OF THE Mercury, 
Charleston, Jan. 24th. 
INTERESTING FROM FLORIDA. 
We are politely favored with the following extract 
of a letter, dated 
Tampa Bay, Jan. 4, 1837. 


command, intends taking the field. Fort Drane is 
garrisoned by seamen froin the navy, under the com- 
iaand of Lieutenant Leib; and cantonment Brooke, 
by seamen under Lieut. Adains, of the United States 
ship Concord. 

All the West India squadron is ordered to rendez- 
vous at this place. The vessels will be left at 
anchor, with barely sufficient men to take care ol 
them, while the balance will take the field. 

I have jusf*returned from a campaign under the 
command of Lieut. L. M. Powell, of the navy, an 
account of which youwill see in the Naval Chronicle. 
: Lieut. Waldron, of the marines, left a few days 
since, in the steamer for the Withlacoochee, to attack 
an Indian town situated on one of its mouths, called 
Pearl river. He hasa fine set of men who will make 
a good fight. 

Gen. Jesup marched on the 3d inst, for the ene- 
my, inthe direction of Dade’s battle ground. 


the St. John’s. Ifsuch be the case, he will bring 
the Indians to action. ° 
All the forts in the interior are well stocked with 
provisions, against the event of the troops being 
compelled to fall back upon them. % 


Commodore is constructing a number of boats of an 
essy draught, with which the seamen can enter the 
everglades. They are constructed to carry 49 men 
well armed, 

By the Southern express mail slips from Charles- 
ton of the 22d; Mobile of the 21st; and New Orleans 
of the 20th ult. having been received : 





STILL LATER FROM FLORIDA. 
The Charleston Courier of the 22d contains the fol- 
lowing information, received at that port in 19 
hours from Jacksonville. 


Covnter OFrFicr, 
Jacksonville, Jan. W—4 P.M. 

Tur ArmMy.—Mr. Keer, who arrived at this place 
last Tuesday from Fort Drane, gives us the follow- 
ing information: 

On Thndsday of last week, he met an express from 
Gen. Jesup, bearing orders for all the wagons at 
Black Creek to be sent with provisions to Fort Drane. 
The express left the army under Gen. Jesup, not far 
from Dade’s battle ground, on the march from Tainpa 


ge Drane, where the ariny has arrived before 
lis. 


* . . 
Commodore A. J. Dallas, with the seamen under his | 


y,! Hic He) 
will in all probability debouche towards Cape Florida, | 


or south of the communication between Tampa and | 


Nothing else of importance except that our good | 


ation. He must turn traitor to the Indians now, or 
he must die. It is sail that Gen. Jesup demands of 
him to point out to him where the hostile Indians and 
their fuiilies are—and told him that he has till next 
Saturday to give the information required, but that, 
if he then refuse to give it and do as required, he 
should die the death of a traitor—that he should be 
hung. 

In addition, we learn from a passenger in the 
George and Mary, that the Indians had killed a Mr. 
Jessy Bandy, and wounded a Mr, Sistrunk, residing 
about 20 miles from Suwannee Springs, and had fired 
into the house ofa Mr. Wells, but without doing any 
damage. ‘ 


Office of the Herald, 
Cortumpsvus, (Ga.) Jan. 20. 

ALARM IN THE Creek Nation.—Intelligence has 
just been received in our city that the Indian warriors. 
who were encamped within twenty-five miles from 
this place, under charge of Lient. Sloan, of the marine 
corps, broke loose yesterday morning, and took to the 
woods, carrying with them their rifles, ammunition, 
&e. Their number is some two hundred, and there 
is every reason to believe that they are as hostile as at 
any period of the late Creek war. A family came into 
town last evening who had fled from alarm, stating 
that the Indians appeared numerons in the neighbour- 
hood where they had lived ; that they were constantly 
| whooping and shooting around their dwelling, and 
As we stated 
a fortnight since, there are about four hundred warri- 
ors yet remaining in the Creek nation, and agreeably 
to our best information, they have all good nifles, 
and a supply of powder and ball. What damage may 
‘they notdo? What defence have the whites? 





gave every demonstration of hostility. 





> 
From the Little Rock Gazette 

We are indebted to a highly respectable correspon- 
dent at Fort Towson, for the following interesting 
| military notices : 

Fort Towson, Dec. 27, 1836. 

| The sqnadron of dragoons under Capt. ‘Trenor ar- 
|rived yesterday, from Nacogdoches, and leaves to~ 
morrow for Fort Gibson. Colonel Whistler, with six 
companies of infantry, is expected to arrive in eight 
or ten days, and will proceed immediately to Fort 
Gibson. 

Lieut. Dagley, with a detachment of volunteers, has 
just arrived from Nacogdoches. He had been on duty 
as an escort party, with a train of wagons sent from 
Fort Gibson to that place, with clothing for the dra- 
goons and 7th infantry. Lieut. Dagley sets off to- 
morrow with a party for Fort Gibson. 

I enclose a copy of a letter received a few days 
since, by Lieut Col. Vose, commanding at this post, 

from Major Israel Folsom, an intelligent half-breed 
| Choctaw. residing on the Mountain Fork of Little 
River. Nothing farther has been heard on the sub- 
ject. 
\ . Eacretrown, Cnoctaw Nation, 
December 23, 1836. 





; > | 
; The hostile Indians had not been fallen in with by | Dear Sir:—On Monday last, one of my hunters ar- 
the army. Jim Boy, of the Creeks, has, however, | rived here, from Cross Timbers, who informed me as 
been successful in taking sixty negro prisoners, near | a fact that he was told by the Cachies that a party of 
the Ocklawaha. These negroes, said to be Indian | the Cumanches killed and sealped a white man, in the 
negroes, were armed and made resistance, but were | prairies, near the Cross Timbers. A hunting party 
so completely surprised, that they were secured with | of the Choetaws received further information trom the 
only two wounded of the friendly Creeks. | same band of the Cachies, that all the different tribes 
But few Indians were with the negroes. Of those | of Indians in the west were uniting with a view to 
few, two or three, it is said, were killed. Among the | declare war against the United States. ‘The war 
negroes taken, is Primus, who belonged to the un- | against Fexas was already declared. The Cachies 
fortunate Rogers, killed last winter, at the same time | stated also that the Mexicans were their close friends, 
with General Thompson. | and would act in their behalf; and further stated, that 
It will be recollected, that this “Primus was sent | then all the chiefs of different nations were busy in 
twice to the hostiles, by Gen. Gaines. The first time | holding councils to effect a union of all the different 
he returned, but being sent a second time, he joined | tribes in the west. The Cachies gave strong hints to 
the Seminoles, instead of having been killed by them, | the Choctaws to join them. 


aS was supposed. Primus is now in no enviable situ- |“ I give you this brief account, just as it was told 
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to me, thinking. it is for the interest of our country, 
and to give you information of the plans*adopted by 
the will Indians against our peace. I think the Mex-! 
icans are at the head of it. The plan of a union of all 
the different tribes is a policy too deep for the wild In- 
dians to study out and adopt.” 

Ne-ah-mi-co, a distinguished chief and warrior of 
the Creek nation, died two or three weeks ago, at 
Fort Gibson. He was one of the chiefs who coimmit- 
ted the late massacres in Alabaina, and was among 
the party of emigrants who were sent through this 
state last fall to their new country.— Arkansas Gaz. 

We forgot to mention, at the proper time, the 
arrival, a week or two:since, of Major Lee, U. 8. A., 
to whom has been confided by the secretary of war, 
the duty of selecting a site for the erection of an arse- 
nal at or near this place. 

Capt. M. W. Bateman, U. S. A. arrived at this 
place a day or two ago on his return from superintend- 
ing the removal of one of the large parties of emigrat- 
ing Creek Indians, who passed through this state a 
few weeks since, for their new home at the west. 





From the New Orleans True American, Jan. 16. 

IMPORTANT NEWS—PROSPECT OF A WAR WITH 
MeExtco—INDEPENDENCE OF CALIFORNIA. — The 
U.S. sloop of war Boston, having on board our minis- 
ter near the government of Mexico, touched at the 
Balize on the 12th instant, on her way to Pensacola. 
Goroztiza had arrived in the city of Mexico. After 
his arrival, Judge Ellis demanded his passports, and 
left the city on the 22d ultimo. 

A letter under date Jan. 3, from Vera Cruz, states, 
that California has declared her independence of 
Mexico. Bustamente was about to be elected to the 
Presidency. 

It was not positively known a#Vera Cruz whether 
Santa Anna had been released. His return to Mexico 
was expected to produce a tremendous revolution. 
The strongest apprehensions were entertained of war 
with the United States. The Boston left Vera Cruz 
on the 3d. Jan. Everything wore the indication of 
approaching trouble. 





From the New Orleans Bulletin. 
Tampa, January 7th, 

“Your expectations of the termination of our war 
are not yet realized, and there is much uncertainty 
on the subject. The Indians, though frequently of 
late vanquished, still obstinately hold out, and from 
information derived from Gen. Jesup, ftom a captive, 
Powell is determined not to yield with his life. His 
people indeed have declared to him that if he shows 
any signs of yielding, they themselves will kill him 
—that before the war commenced he was instrumen- 
tal in having many of them detected for stealing cat- 
tle from the whites, (which is a fact to my know- 
ledge) and flogged in the bargain—that he had at 
Jast got them into a war and pledged himself to hold 
out to the last with them, and that now he should re- 
deem his pledge, or forfeit his life. The captive 
states that much disaffection exists among them—that 
Powell had a quarrel with Jumper, a conspicuous 
chief, (relative of Micanopy the King)—that high 
words ensued, and that Powell stabbed Jumper with 
a knife, though not dangerously. ‘This occurred be- 
tween the 18th and 21st, and it is known that Jum- 
ee and his party were not in the battle of the 21st. 

he Indians are dispersed, and at the period when 
Gen. Jesup last took the field, Jan. 5, it was not 
known where they were. 

Depots are established now in various positions for 
convenience for supplies for the operatiors of the 
campaign ; the troops are to spread out ir. parties of 
about 300 and scour the whole country ; anc. I cannot 
but entertain strong hopes that the war will be clos- 
ed during the winter and spring. Yet the matter is 
doubtful; the Indians theinselves are determined to 


! 


gang of sable banditti nominally their slaves, but 
who are really their chief counsellors, and in effect 
their masters. 

It is a negro, not an Indian war. 





Morr Troops FoR Frorrpa.—The steamers Con- 
garee, Capt. Ham, from Georgetown, and Etiwan, 
Capt. Sassard, from Columbia, arrived at Charleston 
the 18th ult., having on board five companies of 
South Carolina volunteers, destined for Florida. 











NAVY. 





ORDERS. 

Jan. 28—Mid. R. M. Harvey, Naval School, Norfolk. 

31—Lt. R. B. Hitcheock, detached frem the depot of 
nautical and mathematical instruments. 

30—Lieut. S. B. Wilson, recciving ship, New York, 
and Lieut. 8S. Lockwood, detached{rem same. 

Licut. W.L. Hudson, to the command of schooner 
Pilot, one of the exploring vessels. 
tev. W. Colton, exploriug expedition. ; 
List of Officers ordered to the U.S. ship Independence. — 

C aptain—Joun B. Nico.son. 

Lieutenants—A Slidell, John Pope, "H. K. Hoff, C. 
H. Pavis. (In addition to these, Lieuts. J. L. Lardner, 
A. Paine, C. M. Armstrong, and J. J. Boyle, now on re- 
cruiting service for the 1. will probably be ordered for 
duty on board. ) 

Surgeon of the Flect—Waters Smith. Assistant Sur- 
geon—W. M. Wood. Purser—Thomas Breese. Acting 
Masters—E. R. Thomson, Theo. P. Green. 

Passed Midshipmen—R. L. Tilghman, S. Larkin, J. 
hi. Strong, N. G. Bay. 

Midshipmen—H. A. Clemson, J. N. Morris, J. W. 
Ripley, J. P. Decatur, S. B. Thompson, W. A. Parker, 
W. Gwathmey, J. Riddle, B. S. Gantt, T. H. Stevens, 
J.C. Henry, J. Brooks, E. F. Beale. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


W.H. B. Johnson, midshipman, 29th Dec. 1836. 
Edwin A. Drake, midshipman, 23th Jan. 1837. 





PASSENGERS. 


Savannah, Jan. 24, per steamboat Charleston, from 
Charleston, Col. Pierce, Major Ashby, U. 8. A., Major 
Harlee, commanding S. C. Militia, Captains Durant, 
Cannon, Brown, Lieuts. Williamson, Woodward, Brit- 
tan, Grier, Brown, Newton, Wm. Magill, Surgeon; G. 
Britton, Qr. Master; C. J. Crawford, A.C. H. S. Mont- 
romery Cook, Qr. Master Sergeants, J. G. Peak, andS. 
D. Dickson, 

Cuarceston, Jan. 25, per steampacket Wm. Sea- 
brook, from Savannah, Lt. J. Mansfield, of the army, 
and Lt, L. M. Goldsborough, of the navy. 

New York, Jan. 25, per ship Charlemagne from 
Havre, Lent. O. Burns, of the navy. Per brig Honduras, 
for Tampa Bay, Captain H. S. Mallory, U.S. A., in 
command of 118 U. 8. reeruits for that port. 





LETTERS ADVERTISCD. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 1,1337. 

Armv.—Col. C. Andrews, 2, Lt. T. L. Alexander, 2, 
Lt. W. H. Betts, Lt. C. B. Chalmers, 3, Lt. T. H. 
Holmes, Lt. A. R. Hetzel, J. E. Johnston, Lt. J. W. 
McCrabb, Capt. W. G. Williams. 

Late of the Army.—Gen. D. L. Clinch, Captain An- 
drew Talcott. 

Navy.—Dr. A. G. Gambrill, Capt. J. Gallagher, 2, 
Mid. A. D. Harrell, Mid. J. L. Hannegan, Capt. C. W. 
Morgan, 3, Capt. C. S. McCauley, Capt. T. H. Stevens, 
P. Mid. Oliver Tod. 

Marine Corps.—Lt, McArdle. 








ee 


MARRIAGE. 





In New York, on the 20th ult... JOHN C, MUL- 
LORY, to WINIFRED W., daughter of James M. 
Hausey, Esq. of the U. S. Navy. 








hold out, and are encouraged and sustained by the 








